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Life in the fast Lent
I’m giving up
giving things up for lent
for lent.
We’re in the midst of Lent right now—the Christian 
time of fasting for 40 days and 
40 nights to represent Christ’s 
time in the desert. To be perfectly 
frank, I had not even realized 
Lent had started until I looked it 
up today. The Catholic remnants 
of my past were quick to howl 
with anguish at this before once 
again slipping under the bed. 
It is common for most 
Catholics to give something 
up during Lent. Something 
that means something. A 
sacrifice. It’s not supposed to 
be easy, but some go above 
and beyond, abstaining from 
multiple treats or activities. 
I remember those days 
well. A staunch on-the-cusp-
of-converting schoolboy with 
a heavily muddied uniform 
complimented by a pair of 
dress shoes soundly beaten 
by the rigors of the soccer 
pitch. There was never any 
doubt what my mother wanted 
me to give up for Lent.
I’m fairly certain that the 
majority of the time, my sacrifice 
for Lent was chocolate. Being 
a dessertatarian of the highest 
degree, for me, this was no 
small feat. It was most difficult 
in grade four—the year of my 
introduction into this new 
tradition—and got easier as the 
terms passed. Though trying to 
fill my sweet tooth’s dark cavity 
with potato chips proved to be 
a fruitless endeavour indeed.  
Lent became one of my 
major trials each year. I dreaded 
it to an extent, but committed 
nonetheless. If Christ could fast 
for such a length of time, who 
was I to complain about the lack 
of a single luxury? If he could die 
for our sins, couldn’t I manage to 
also avoid meat on Fridays? It was 
all about perspective and keeping 
one’s purpose close to heart. 
And now? I’m a happy 
agnostic who can’t even 
remember when formerly 
important religious observances 
come into season. That’s 
not to say my past, or in the 
greater scheme of things, 
Lent, is irrelevant. 
How often do we give 
something up in our daily lives? 
How often do we truly hold 
ourselves back from instant 
gratification? In a world where 
a pizza can be ordered at the 
touch of a button and limitless 
programming is at our fingertips, 
it’s easy to get what we want 
when we want. And while there’s 
nothing inherently wrong 
with that, there isn’t anything 
particularly right about it either. 
Exercise that willpower. Hold 
off on grabbing that tub of ice 
cream on the way home from 
work. Practice some moderation, 
even cutting treats and such 
out completely from time to 
time. Not only will you find your 
indulgences far more rewarding 
when they do come to pass, but 
you’ll be happier in general. 
Training yourself to be patient 
allows some progress from the 
“I want it now” attitude—it 
will get easier. Be like the 
Christians and have purpose.
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GLOBE 2016, a sustainable business and energy 
conference, took place from 
March 1–3 at the Vancouver 
Convention Centre. The 
most prominent event was 
the First Minister’s Meeting, 
in which Prime Minister 
Justin Trudeau met with 
several indigenous leaders in 
addition to the premiers of 
all provinces and territories 
to discuss climate change. 
The meeting covered how 
to address climate change as 
a country in an attempt to 
harmonize national measures on 
ways to reduce carbon emissions.
Prominent announcements 
of the meeting included budget 
allocations of more than $125 
million for sustainable industry 
growth. Meanwhile, $75 million 
will go towards The Federation 
of Canadian Municipalities to 
help climate change reduction 
in communities. Another 
$50 million will be spent “to 
improve climate resilience in 
design guides, and building 
and infrastructure codes,” 
according to Trudeau.
Solutions to reduce carbon 
emissions in Canada included a 
proposed national carbon tax. 
This tax may take the form of a 
single-payer increase, as is the 
case in BC already; an emissions-
trading tax incentive that 
provides economic incentives 
for reducing carbon emissions; 
or some combination of these. 
In his opening speech at 
the conference on March 2, 
Trudeau discussed economic 
growth in Canada while reducing 
its overall carbon footprint. 
“… We must continue 
to generate wealth from our 
abundant natural resources 
to fund this transition to a 
low-carbon economy,” he 
stated according to CityNews, 
addressing the difficulty of 
balancing economic and 
environmental goals. “The 
choice between pipelines and 
wind turbines is a false one. We 
need both to reach our goal. 
And as we continue to ensure 
there is a market for natural 
resources, our deepening 
commitment to a cleaner future 
will be a valuable advantage.” 
Evidently, all leaders are 
hoping to move towards a 
position where Canada is less 
dependent on fossil fuels, but 
the best way to determine that 
outcome varies greatly. At this 
rate, the focus is on finding 
greener solutions that can 
be agreed upon by all federal 
and provincial leaders. 
Brad Wall, the Premier of 
Saskatchewan, has discouraged 
any sort of increased price 
or tax on carbon, and 
heavily supports Canada’s 
thriving oil/gas industry. 
“We know that fossil 
fuels will continue to be 
burned around the world… Do 
Canadians want to be a part 
of meeting those fossil fuel 
needs? … If the answer to that 
is yes, then we have to build 
some pipelines,” Wall told 
reporters at the conference.
Other leaders who 
disapproved of a tax included 
Yukon Premier Darrell 
Pasloski and Manitoba 
Premier Greg Selinger.
Pipelines continue to be 
a controversial environmental 
issue across Canada, particularly 
in BC. Trudeau himself noted 
in a following conference: 
“We all know we have to get 
beyond fossil fuels, but we 
are simply not there yet…
There is little substitute for 
sitting down together.” 
Trudeau denied that 
the Liberal government has 
encouraged an increased use 
of fossil fuels, and stated: 
“Actually, what we’re trying to 
do is decrease consumption of 
oil and gas. That’s where the 
investments in renewables, 
the investments in clean tech, 
are such an important part of 
our vision for the future.”
Trudeau meets with 
premiers and First Nations 
leaders about carbon tax 
 Sustainability conference included First Minister’s Meeting
Cazzy Lewchuk
Staff Writer
Aaron Guillen
Staff Reporter
Students have seen their fair share of development 
and growth within Metro 
Vancouver, as construction 
projects strive to improve 
the old and build the 
new. At UBC, that growth 
is taking an interesting 
route: smaller rooms. 
Back in July 2015, UBC 
officials set forth a pilot project 
that aimed to encourage more 
on-campus residencies, while 
saving a couple dollars. The 
“nano suite,” priced between 
$675 and $695 and no bigger 
than a parking space, is their 
solution. Upon entering the 
room, a closet is on the student’s 
left and a full bathroom on the 
right. Just beyond the bathroom 
stands a kitchenette, complete 
with a sink, fridge, and stove, 
and finally a large desk that can 
be shifted into a bed. 
By 2019, 70 units are 
planned to be built in the Gage 
South Student Residence atop 
the UBC bus terminal. They will 
be built around a new fitness 
centre, new student union 
building, restaurants, and shops. 
Ideally, the spaces are meant for 
upper level or master’s students 
to take advantage of various on-
campus services nearby, while 
providing a quiet hideaway for 
any individual.
Since it’s unveiling at the 
end of February, students have 
provided mixed reviews. 
“This is a really good price 
for having a bed, a desk, a 
mini-kitchen, and a bathroom,” 
commented a student to a CTV 
crew.
“If you’re looking for 
affordable housing on-campus, 
this is a step in the right 
direction,” another student 
added.
“It’s kind of strange to not 
have a table and a bed at the 
same time. I’ve seen the prices 
online, $675 a month. For not 
a lot more you can get a better 
room, which shares a kitchen 
with three other people. I’d 
much prefer those to these 
[nano rooms],” said economics 
student Chun Lok Tse to the 
Vancouver Sun.
“I really don’t like the idea 
that you have to pull down your 
bed every time you want to work 
or sleep, I think that is quite a 
hassle. Also there isn’t much 
storage space. Although you 
have a kitchen and a bathroom, 
as an international student, you 
have suitcases, and you wouldn’t 
know where to put them,” 
agreed Kennedee Fung, Tse’s 
friend. 
Understandably, although 
there are many concerns 
associated with the smaller 
spaces, the pull of location ranks 
high for many students. The 
convenience of waking up 10 
minutes before class is an asset. 
Additionally, living local makes 
friends, activities, and studying 
breaks added bonuses. 
Currently, a mock-build 
for one of the 140 square-foot 
spaces is available for viewing on 
campus until April 1.
 UBC’s nano suite aims to solve 
affordable housing issue
The smaller, the better?
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Mercedes Deutscher
News Editor
If everything goes according to plan for shareholder Shape 
Properties, Lougheed Town 
Centre will be completely 
unrecognizable in the next 30 
years. Shape Properties, one 
of the companies known for 
their colossal redevelopment 
strategies for The Amazing 
Brentwood (Brentwood Town 
Centre), are adding the 29.1 
hectare area, situated on the 
Burnaby/Coquitlam border, 
to their list of to-do’s. 
According to Shape’s website, 
“Lougheed Town Centre is to 
undergo a redevelopment and 
densification plan that calls for 
approximately 1.2-million square 
feet of retail, 1-million square 
feet of office space and on-site 
residential units.
“The completion of 
Lougheed’s redevelopment 
will result in a signature urban 
destination that is an attractive 
home for residents, workers, and 
businesses, and a draw for the 
residents of Burnaby, Coquitlam, 
Port Moody, New Westminster, 
and beyond.”
The development is bordered 
by North Road on the east side, 
Cameron Street to the north, the 
Cameron Recreation Complex to 
the west, and Lougheed Highway 
to the south. The current plan 
is to intertwine seven unique 
neighbourhoods, spread around 
the Lougheed area, through 
walkways, bike lanes, and large 
open spaces. 
The redeveloped land is 
expected to resemble a sufficient 
city within its own borders. 
The hope is for the land to find 
a cohesive balance between 
flourishing trees dotting the 
landscape, low- and high-rises 
to accommodate the city’s 
population growth, and diverse 
shops and services to boost local 
businesses. Tri-City News adds 
that “…an additional 25,000 people 
could move into the surrounding 
area within 30 years.”
Last month, the Lougheed 
Town Centre Core Area Master 
Plan was presented for a public 
hearing at Burnaby City Hall. 
Throughout the meeting, Square 
Properties, alongside the City of 
Burnaby, received mixed reviews. 
While multiple business owners 
eagerly supported the project, 
in hopes for financial benefits 
thanks to a bold new look, local 
citizens voiced their concern and 
dissatisfaction.
Many occupants are worried 
about potential 65-storey 
apartment buildings blocking 
their beautiful views while 
increasing traffic and noise in 
the vicinity. Some residents 
held nothing back with their 
outwardly hot-tempered letters to 
publication editors.
Brian Robinson, a Coquitlam 
resident, wrote to the editor at 
Tri-City News suggesting that the 
developers have Burnaby council 
“by the nose,” controlling every 
move.
Meanwhile, Frank Mesich 
noted to Burnaby Now that 
he doesn’t think the council is 
respecting citizens viewpoints, 
thus letting many people down.
“The rationale for their 
actions are that they are fulfilling 
a plan developed 20 years ago 
that ‘we all determined’ would 
be the creation of Metrotown, 
Lougheed Town Centre, and 
Brentwood redevelopment. 
The redevelopment encroaches 
into and sacrifices single family 
neighbourhoods.
 Future plans receive mixed reactions from Burnaby and Coquitlam residents
Lougheed area redevelopments 
met with speed bumps
March 21 will mark the first day on the job 
for Kevin Desmond as the 
new CEO of TransLink.
Desmond will be the fourth 
person to hold the position in 
the past 16 months. Former CEO 
Ian Jarvis resigned during the 
2015 plebiscite, and was followed 
by two interim CEO’s while the 
TransLink board of directors 
sought a new, permanent CEO.
Desmond has 12 years’ 
experience in managing King 
County Metro Transit (KCMT) in 
Seattle. In his time with KCMT, he 
oversaw four public transportation 
referendums. Three out of four 
succeeded. He also oversaw 
the installation of the ORCA 
Smart Card in 2009 (the KCMT 
equivalent of the Compass Card.)
Prior to KCMT, Desmond 
served as the chief of operations 
for the New York City Transit 
system.
The first task that Desmond 
will be undertaking upon his 
commencement will be trying to 
restore public trust in TransLink. 
He plans to accomplish this via an 
inquiry that will have him talking 
with those most pragmatically 
involved in operating TransLink.
“I understand TransLink has 
suffered a bruise to its brand and 
the last couple of years have been 
challenging ...,” said Desmond 
during a news conference covered 
by the Vancouver Sun. “Restoring 
the public trust and confidence in 
the transportation system I believe 
to be number one.”
One of the largest public 
criticisms of TransLink regarded 
the high salaries earned by 
executives. Arguably, this led 
to the failure of the plebiscite, 
which would have introduced a 
0.5 per cent sales tax in the Lower 
Mainland had it succeeded. 
Desmond will be receiving 
an annual salary of $365,000, 
significantly less than the salary of 
Jarvis, who made $468,000 in 2013.
“TransLink needs both 
a new leadership team and a 
new organizational culture,” 
said Jordan Bateman—who 
campaigned against last year’s 
plebiscite on behalf of the 
Canadian Taxpayer’s Federation—
to the Globe and Mail. “TransLink 
needs to be more customer-
service focused but also aware of 
the fact that its shareholders—the 
taxpayers—are unhappy with the 
way it’s been run for a long time.”
Desmond’s arrival has been 
met with optimism from both 
municipal and the provincial 
government. Vancouver mayor 
Gregor Robertson expressed 
his excitement for Desmond’s 
assistance in obtaining 
provincial and federal funding 
to build much-needed transit 
infrastructure in the Lower 
Mainland.
“I have confidence in the 
CEO and the team he has around 
him, and we are going to see the 
transportation needs for our 
communities and for each of 
us individually met,” said Peter 
Fassbender, transportation 
minister, to the Vancouver Sun. 
The new face of TransLink
 New permanent CEO brings years of experience to job
Aaron Guillen
Staff Reporter
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Demolition crews are deconstructing the Front 
Street parkade. Unsurprisingly, 
the massive undertaking, 
begun in early February, has 
brought about the first phase of 
hardships for nearby businesses. 
Recently, local owners from 
The Wine Factory and Antique 
Alley Movie Props have spoken 
out to news outlets, placing 
the blame of reduced business 
upon the demolition. 
Antique Alley owner Craig 
Ruttle explained to Global News 
how sales have significantly 
dropped compared to last year’s 
numbers, and Harm Woldring’s 
business, The Wine Factory, is 
taking the same hits. 
“Traffic in downtown New 
Westminster is so terrible that 
customers are just not coming to 
town,” said Woldring to Global 
News. He’s the first to consider 
a permanent closing by March, 
should sales not improve.
“I sold $120 in two days. 
Normally, we need $1,000 a day to 
keep the doors open.”
In an effort to keep Front 
Street alive until the end of 
construction by July, the City 
of New Westminster has 
been regularly sharing their 
#UncoveringFrontStreet blog 
posts. Additionally, signs have 
been placed around the area and 
digital posters at Skytrain stations 
are still in rotation. 
The Strong Side Conditioning 
Gym, Westley Military 
Surplus, Quay Pacific Property 
Management, Rain City Juicery, 
and Old Crow Coffee Co. spent 
time answering some inquiries.
When asked to explain any 
shift in business since Front Street 
construction began, all companies 
have seen a distinct drop in foot 
traffic, with the exception of Old 
Crow Coffee Co. 
“I would say that it has 
brought more people down to our 
shop because there is so much 
buzz around town about the 
closures and the construction. 
It seems that our patrons have…
made a point to continue coming 
to show their support,” noted an 
employee from the coffee shop. 
Understandably, while the 
companies have seen a drop in 
walk-by foot traffic, many are 
taking different approaches in 
order to pay the bills. While all 
have invested more in a greater 
social media presence, Westley 
Military Surplus has been trying 
to direct traffic sales online, Rain 
City Juicery delivers door-to-
door, and Quay Pacific Property 
Management relies on phone and 
email correspondence between 
customers, with some employees 
in offices away from Front Street.
All businesses that were 
contacted made it clear that 
they have no intentions to close 
any time soon, with hopes to 
brace through the next couple of 
months and emerge victorious by 
the end of summer. 
“The future looks bright since 
we have seen many improvements 
to the area, and once Front Street 
is done with its renovations, it will 
look fantastic! Hopefully it will 
be drawing in more people in the 
summer,” commented Westley 
Military Surplus.
While the hope for success 
remains, potential potholes still 
exist.
“[Some businesses might still 
suffer] after [redevelopments] 
when they have to renew their 
leases,” added Strong Side 
Conditioning Gym.“Because of the 
improvements, all of a sudden, 
their rent is going to double or 
triple, leading to them either 
having to fold…or struggle under 
lease costs similar to Vancouver. 
Some would argue that this is how 
free market economies work—the 
strong and innovative survive.”
When looking towards the 
future, Rain City Juicery hopes 
fellow Front Street businesses, 
especially those who might 
consider closing shop, will 
weather the storm at all costs. 
“We are confident [for a 
successful outcome]. The Wine 
Factory has a long standing 
history with the city. Gems are 
hidden.”
Aaron Guillen
Staff Reporter
Front Street businesses endeavour 
to survive under construction
 Parkade demolition might defeat some businesses
The BC Liberals have emerged with a new budget for this 
fiscal year. On February 16, 
the provincial government 
released the 2016–17 Budget, 
a document that pinpoints 
multiple government sectors 
that will be impacted in the 
upcoming fiscal year.
In his speech to the 
Legislative Assembly of British 
Columbia, Finance Minister 
Mike de Jong stated that 2016 
is the fourth consecutive year 
the provincial government 
is presenting a balanced 
budget, including a potential 
$264-million surplus.
The projected budget 
surplus has been achieved 
through various means. Some 
tactics include cutting public 
spending, such as removing 
the transportation subsidy for 
people with disabilities, and 
increasing costs to taxpayers 
in a number of ways, including 
raising MSP premiums for 
seniors, childless couples, 
and people making more 
than $51,000 per year. 
While some people will 
be paying more, many of the 
top earners will be paying less; 
the temporary top income tax 
rate on taxable income over 
$150,000 has expired after 
being introduced in 2014. 
In an email correspondence 
with the Peak, Dr. Krishna 
Pendakur of SFU’s Department 
of Economics wrote: “Roughly 
speaking, this budget is of 
apiece with the last 16 years 
of BC Liberal budgets. 
“It is a low-tax, low-
expenditure regime, wherein 
keeping taxes low even at the 
price of mediocre publicly 
provided goods and services is 
thought to be the right choice.”
Post-secondary institutions 
lie under the umbrella of public 
services, and so amongst those 
impacted by budget decisions, 
students will also be affected. 
The provincial government 
is adding $25 million in funding 
to the Ministry of Advanced 
Education in 2016, or 2 per 
cent from the previous year’s 
budget, an increase from the 
previous cuts of $16 million in 
2014 and $11 million in 2015. 
According to the official budget 
report, however, the majority 
of the additional funding is 
meant for continuing to honour 
wage increase agreements 
for public sector employees 
in the Ministry of Advanced 
Education. Despite this year’s 
budget increase, it appears to 
be going less to students and 
more to administration. 
When it comes directly to 
students, per-student operating 
grants have been dwindling 
over the last 15 years, claims the 
Federation of Post-Secondary 
Educators of BC. According to 
Kathleen Yang, VP External 
for the Simon Fraser Student 
Society, “operating grants from 
the provincial government to 
SFU have also been in decline 
since 2010.” It is unclear as of 
yet how much funding SFU 
will see from the budget’s post-
secondary investment plans.
However, the Minister of 
Advanced Education, Andrew 
Wilkinson, has a positive 
outlook on the BC Budget and 
its intersection with post-
secondary institutions.
“The system is actually 
working very well,” said 
Wilkinson. “We have, as you 
know, a two per cent cap on 
tuition growth. We are very 
comfortable with this cap of 
two per cent growth on tuition, 
even though the universities 
and colleges would like it 
to be significantly more.”
That tuition cap in BC is 
for domestic students, who pay 
the fourth-lowest tuition in 
Canada. However, according 
to a recent media release 
from the Alliance of British 
Columbia Students (ABCS), BC 
charges the highest interest 
rate on student loans in the 
country. What that means for 
students is that the provincial 
government earns about $10,000 
in interest off the average 
student loan debt of $35,000.
In the same media release, 
ACBS chairperson added 
that on top of this exorbitant 
interest rate, BC is also the only 
province to not provide grants 
on the basis of financial need. 
The province is focusing its 
post-secondary infrastructure 
budget of $2.5 billion on brand-
new buildings rather than 
upgrading and maintaining 
pre-existing ones. Some 
notable additions are a new 
$123-million campus for 
Emily Carr University, and a 
$19-million trades facility at 
Selkirk College in Nelson.
“The 2.5 billion in 
investments over 3 years for 
post-secondary education is 
going to increase capacity in 
the long run,” said Dr. Steeve 
Mongrain, professor in the SFU 
Department of Economics. “In 
the short run, however, it will 
have no impact. The current 
crop of undergraduate students 
is unlikely to see any benefit.”
In the wake of Ontario’s 
recent announcement to 
offer grants to low-income 
students that are expected to 
fully cover the tuition costs of 
most students, BC’s changes to 
education funding may, as some 
critics argue, prove anemic.
 SFU prof argues that current SFU students ‘unlikely to see any benefit’ from long-term plan
BC budget adds $25 million to post-
secondary funding, elicits criticism
Laura Scheck 
The Peak (Simon Fraser University)
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Spanish rhythm
Thrasso Petras, an instructor in the Douglas College 
theatre program, sat down with 
the Other Press to chat about 
his work with the student actors 
on their upcoming performance 
of John Murell’s World War 2 
drama Waiting for the Parade.
When asked how he came to 
choose Waiting for the Parade, 
Petras confided that the program 
chooses their plays based on 
the students being cast. “We 
want strong characters; I was 
looking for things in the piece 
that the actors need to work on. 
Sometimes in plays for student 
productions you don’t always get 
what you want to do, you have 
to find the play that suits the 
students. Our class has lots of 
women. This one happens to have 
all female roles, so that’s good.”
Petras noted that many of 
the plays he’s directed at Douglas 
over the past few years have had 
similar themes. “It occurred to me 
that this is a play about women 
and war. Looking back at all the 
plays I’ve done here, Waiting 
for the Parade, Trojan Women, 
Unity 1918, Lysistrata, Jehanne 
of the Witches, Macbeth—which 
is all about Lady MacBeth, to 
me—out of the I think 10 plays 
I’ve directed here, 6 of the plays 
I’ve done in the last 9 years have 
been about women and war.”
The set design is one of the 
most interesting aspects of the 
show, and it’s shaping up to be 
a very unique visual style. “I 
frequently work with Amanda 
Larder, our resident set designer, 
and we are not fans of the literal,” 
Petras said. “I feel that film 
and TV does literal really well, 
and when I go to the theatre, I 
want to see something a little 
bit tweaked. Some shows can 
stand a great deal of tweaking, 
and others just need a little. 
“Amanda came up with this 
vivid pastel colour scheme, and 
a great many images to do with 
the theme,” Petras continued. 
“Since it takes place in Calgary, 
almost all these images are from 
Calgary buildings and posters. 
We wanted to have that sense of 
nostalgia, but we didn’t want to 
be literal. We work between the 
literal and the representative.”
Having worked as a 
professional director for a 
number of years, Petras noted 
that directing students is a 
much different process than 
working with professional 
actors. “You start out 60 to 
80 per cent director,” he said. 
“As the process moves on, you 
start to balance the roles of 
teacher and director so you’re 
teaching more than directing. 
In the best case scenario, the 
students successfully integrate 
the skills you’re teaching into 
their performance. In the most 
ideal cases, by the end, I’m 
collaborating more than leading.
“Working with professional 
actors, there’s full collaboration,” 
Petras said. “I want to see 
what their brains are making, 
talk about what’s really 
working, reflect it back, and 
refine it even further.”
To see Petras’ work live on 
stage, catch the free preview 
of Waiting for the Parade in 
the Douglas College studio 
theatre on March 10 at 2:00 
p.m. Performances run from 
March 11–18 at 7:30 p.m.
 Thrasso Petras on the art of directing
 Douglas professor and local musician co-star in Arts at One
On the road to the ‘Parade’
Louise Southwood’s fingers flew on her guitar as she 
recited “Lagrima,” or “Teardrop.” 
The song was a perfect harmony 
of two separate melodies, with 
impressive use of low tones 
in support of a high energy 
performance. Close your eyes 
and you would still be impressed 
by the sheer sound quality, but 
you would miss the skill and 
dexterity happening on stage. 
The most amazing part was how, 
by her method of plucking the 
guitar with her thumb and all 
her fingers, she was able to play 
both melodies simultaneously.
That was just the opening 
to an hour-long concert 
featuring Southwood and Barrie 
Barrington, a talented piano 
player and Douglas College 
music teacher. In her opening 
remarks, Southwood expressed 
how honoured she felt to open 
for Barrie, and said that doing 
so was a great pleasure for her.
In the past, Southwood 
has played in Canada, the USA, 
India, Australia, the U.K., and 
Bermuda. In 2009, she opened 
the Koda Kanal International 
Guitar Festival in India. Barrie 
Barrington, apart from being a 
respected teacher in Douglas, is 
also deeply involved in the piano 
world. Most notably, he was 
awarded two doctoral fellowships 
from the UBC concerto, and he 
works as a performance judge 
throughout Western Canada.
The concert was a Spanish-
themed collection of music 
centered on a duo piece called 
“Espana,” the show’s title piece 
and the most dramatic, haunting 
musical performance. The great 
thing about Spanish music 
is how entertaining it is. It’s 
lively, energetic, and nostalgic; 
the genre alone is enough to 
bring you back to the many 
places you’ve probably heard 
Spanish ensembles before. 
Once Barrington gets on 
stage, he displays his lively and 
energetic style. It is plain to see 
just how good he really is at his 
craft. Based off information 
from the Apple watch he wore 
during the performance, one of 
the songs he played is the “step 
equivalent” of going for a 3km 
run, the equivalent of 50 km/h. 
That’s because the song, “Quejas 
o la Maya y el Ruisenor,” has a 
bouncing left hand throughout 
the two-and-a-half minute piece.
At one point, Barrie 
completely stunned the audience 
into silence, stopping his 
piece so abruptly after such an 
impressive display of multi-
tasking and musical ability 
that people weren’t sure if they 
were even supposed to clap 
yet, or if there was more to 
come. Within a few seconds, he 
shrugged it off and moved on 
to his next piece. From there on 
out, clapping was a secondary 
response to the music, not nearly 
as important as the audience 
shaking their collective heads 
and dropping their jaws in awe.
Jamal Al-Bayaa
Staff Writer 
Adam Tatelman
Arts Editor
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“Hard-hitting, booze-driven rock.” Those were the 
words lead singer Nick Weber 
used to describe the sound of 
Pigeon Park. After hearing them 
perform at The Roxy during 
the Toddcast Podcast’s Cheap 
Thrills Volume 3, I couldn’t agree 
more. It was a special night for 
the band, as it was the release 
party for their album Stripes.
Pigeon Park won the FOX 
Seeds award back in 2013, 
which truly launched the band 
into the music industry.
Pigeon Park’s performance 
was very unique, since it was 
an all acoustic special. Acoustic 
is a very different direction for 
the band, softer and smoother 
than their usual sound. Gnarly 
guitar riffs filled the venue 
and sent chills down the 
audience’s collective spines. 
It was a treat hearing Pigeon 
Park belt out acoustic versions 
of their most popular songs. The 
sound of the band that night 
was completely different than 
anything they’ve published 
online or on CD. The song “High 
to Get By” was a crowd favourite. 
The band was even selling rolling 
papers to go along with it. 
In between songs, Internet 
podcaster and former CFOX 
radio host Todd Hancock took 
questions from the crowd, and 
asked some of his own. Much 
juicy gossip was discussed during 
the question period, including 
a story about Weber’s first kiss.
Pigeon Park was bold 
enough to cover one of the 
greatest rock ’n roll bands of 
all time, Led Zeppelin. “Going 
to California” was their song of 
choice, dedicated to a close friend 
of the band who had recently 
passed away. The audience was 
blown away by the cover. Like Led 
Zeppelin said, “You gotta risk it 
to get the biscuit.” Pigeon Park 
most certainly got the “biscuit,” 
considering the pressure of 
covering such an iconic song 
and the huge applause from 
the audience aferward.
Rock ’n Roll is still alive in 
the 21st century, and Pigeon Park 
is a testament to that. Although 
seeing the band perform 
live is undoubtedly better 
than listening to recordings, 
Pigeon Park is definitely worth 
checking out online if seeing 
them live is not in your future.
Acoustic majesty
 Rocking out with Pigeon Park
Sterling Hillman
Contributor
There are three popular-yet-nonsensical criticisms people 
like to level at representations 
of women in gaming. First, 
that the industry is a sprawling, 
fanservice-choked morass of 
impossibly-proportioned Playboy 
Bunnies waiting to be rescued 
from danger by hyper-masculine 
power fantasies. Second, it has 
always been this way. Third, this 
trend has only recently begun 
to change due to public outcry. 
But the longer one examines 
the history of gaming, the 
more out of touch this concept 
seems. Like footprints in the 
sand, strong female characters 
have been here all along.
Based on the Japanese horror 
novel of the same name, Parasite 
Eve (1998) slings police officer 
Aya Brea into a supernatural 
massacre best described as Carrie 
in Carnegie Hall. As with most 
spooky cop dramas, Aya turns out 
to have a personal connection 
to the perpetrator, weaving 
her quest for the truth into the 
narrative. Quiet, contemplative, 
determined, and professional, 
Officer Brea can take care of 
business just as well in a cop 
uniform or an evening gown.
While not a playable 
character, Viktoria is essential 
to the brilliant story and 
atmosphere of Thief II (2000). 
A powerful nature spirit bent 
on avenging The Trickster, her 
partner in divinity, Viktoria sets 
aside her blood feud with master 
thief Garrett in order to face the 
evil industry of the Mechanist 
Order. Her heroic sacrifice for 
her subjects remains the series’ 
defining tragic moment—one 
later pilfered wholesale by 
Batman: Arkham Knight.
Mona Sax is a modern 
spin on the femme fatale—
and possibly the most lethal 
in history. An assassin for the 
Punchinello crime family, Mona 
is as capable a gunfighter as Max 
Payne, her painkiller-popping 
counterpart. Everything is a 
weapon to Mona, especially 
her sexuality. We’ll never know 
if she felt anything sincere for 
Max, but their masochistic 
cat-and-mouse flirtation is the 
backbone of the film noir love 
story Max Payne 2 (2003).
A perennial favourite 
among gamers, Alyx Vance is a 
constant companion through 
Half Life 2 (2004). Her signature 
wit under pressure helps forge 
the identity of the game, 
bringing vibrant personality 
into what would otherwise 
be an endless procession of 
violent skirmishes and physics 
puzzles. Her relationship with 
her doting father is especially 
touching, providing a much-
needed human connection 
to her high stakes external 
conflict with the Combine.
These are by no means the 
only examples, either—choosing 
only a few for this article was an 
almost impossible task, simply 
because I was spoiled for choice. 
Given the space, dozens of 
others could be listed, including 
such icons as Metroid’s Samus 
Aran, Silent Hill’s Heather 
Mason, and Resident Evil’s Jill 
Valentine. Considering that 
almost every RPG without a static 
protagonist since the beginning 
of time allows players to create 
male or female characters 
identical in capability to one 
another, these characters are 
technically infinite in number.
Ironically, many critics 
of modern gaming seem to 
classify female characters 
in relation to male ones. 
Specifically, popular wisdom 
suggests that being motivated 
by a relationship—platonic 
or otherwise—with a male 
character somehow invalidates 
the female character’s agency. 
People are always motivated 
by other people in their lives, so 
rather than scrutinizing male 
involvement in female arcs, 
characters should be judged 
solely on their actions. Under 
that more realistic criteria, strong 
female characters are suddenly 
legion. This is why accusations 
of sexist representations in 
gaming ultimately ring hollow 
to me. Such narrow criticism 
serves only to minimize the 
impact of outstanding characters, 
and accentuate the pedestrian 
Lara Croft lookalikes.
In the end, all that matters 
is the journey. Assuming that we 
as humans cannot empathize 
with a character’s circumstances 
and actions unless that character 
looks like us is to suggest that 
we are incapable of empathy. 
To suggest that characters are 
not valid because they are too 
sexy or scantily-clad ironically 
confines the conversation to 
their bodies, instead of their 
deeds. That isn’t what equality 
was supposed to look like, folks.
 They were here all along
Flawed by Design: Strong female characters
Adam Tatelman
Arts Editor
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Greenlinks 2016: Celebrating the Urban Garden explores 
the beauty of flora and fauna. The 
Amelia Douglas Gallery exhibit 
features nature photography by 
Wendy Schmidt, semi-abstract 
floral paintings by Lauren 
Morris, and educational displays 
by Douglas College’s Institute 
of Urban Ecology’s UNIBUG 
(User Network for Insect 
Biology in the Urban Garden).
Morris’s colourful bouquet 
paintings made of acrylic on 
canvas adorn the gallery wall 
shared with the Laura C. Muir 
Performing Arts Theatre. 
The semi-abstract paintings 
feature bright, blended colours 
and textured surfaces.
“There’s lots of movement 
and texture and stuff. It’s kind 
of like a symphony,” Morris 
said. “Believe it or not, I have 
more control painting that way 
than doing the realistic kind 
of thing. I can do realism, but 
I prefer the looseness of this.”
Morris’s paintings in the 
exhibit are available for sale, 
ranging in price from $850 for a 
30” x 30” painting to $1500 for a 
48” x 48”. To see more of Morris’s 
work, check out her website 
at LMDesignsStudio.com
Schmidt’s nature 
photographs feature a variety 
of wild animals, from tiny 
creatures like butterflies to 
larger animals like bears. The 
photos capture insects, birds, 
and mammals in their natural 
habitats finding food, spending 
time with their young, and 
enjoying their surroundings.
Schmidt’s 13” x 17” framed 
photographs in the exhibit are 
for sale for $80 each. To see more 
of Schmidt’s work, including her 
wildlife paintings, check out her 
website at WendySchmidt.ca
The exhibit’s educational 
displays by UNIBUG feature 
information about the Institute 
of Urban Ecology (IUE), the 
Sustainable Outreach and 
Learning Garden at the Douglas 
College David Lam campus, 
pollinators, and biological 
control. The displays include 
white boards filled with 
UNIBUG and IUE information 
and research, photographs of 
local projects, and more.
UNIBUG will be holding 
a free forum on March 12 at 10 
a.m. in room 2201 at the Douglas 
College New Westminster 
campus. The event will feature 
a panel of urban gardening 
experts, hands-on activities such 
as making seed paper, and a 
reception to celebrate UNIBUG’s 
fifth birthday in the Amelia 
Douglas Gallery at 11:30 a.m.
To learn more about 
UNIBUG and IUE, check 
out UNIBUG.ca and 
DouglasCollege.ca/IUE
Greenlinks 2016: Celebrating 
the Urban Garden will be 
on display until April 16 in 
the Amelia Douglas Gallery, 
located on the fourth floor 
of the Douglas College New 
Westminster campus.
Go green with Greenlinks 2016
 Exhibit features nature photographs, paintings, and urban garden displays
Cheryl Minns
Contributor
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It is strange that aliens in most science fiction are pretty 
human. Xenomorphs, Klingons, 
and Hutts have two arms, 
teeth, and a healthy appetite 
for violence. Cosmic Encounter 
offers players the chance to play 
with some truly alien aliens.
 Cosmic Encounter is a 
strategy game for 3–5 players 
published in 2008 by Fantasy 
Flight Games. In the game, 
players take turns attempting 
to settle on other players’ 
planets. Players can either 
attack or negotiate, as well as 
request assistance from other 
players. The first player to 
settle on five planets outside of 
their own star system wins.
 The one major factor in this 
game is the wide variety of alien 
races that players can choose 
from. Each race has its own 
abilities that can break the game 
in new and interesting ways, 
which leads to a great challenge 
in a simple game as well as a 
huge amount of replay value. 
Most expansions for Cosmic 
Encounter add even more alien 
races to the mix, upping the 
challenge factor even further.
 The one major downside 
of the game is that it suffers 
from the Munchkin paradox, 
wherein the latter stage of the 
game becomes about preventing 
any player from getting that last 
planet and winning the game. 
This can cause the endgame to 
drag on and make the players very 
bitter with each other. This makes 
the game more about psychology 
and playing the other players 
rather than gaming strategy.
 Cosmic Encounter is 
for strategy players who are 
looking for a diplomatic sci-
fi themed game with lots of 
depth and replayability. Casual 
players may be able to pick 
up the rules very easily, but 
they may also get turned off 
by the later stages of play.
Chairman of the Board: The truth is out there
 ‘Cosmic Encounter’ board game review
Ed Appleby
Illustrator
This week, the cast of the Douglas College 
theatre program’s upcoming 
performance, John Murell’s 
Waiting for the Parade, sat down 
with the Other Press to discuss 
their work in the program 
and their personal methods 
for getting into character.
Rebecca Troock was cast as 
Marta, an immigrant from Nazi 
Germany facing discrimination 
from Canadians. “She is isolated 
from Canadian society,” Troock 
said. “For this specific role, I like 
to make connections to current 
events right now. We’re going 
through this refugee crisis, 
unfairly judging Syrian refugees 
coming to North America.”
Rachel Fournier found it 
very easy to get into the shoes 
of Catherine, a young woman 
searching for the positive 
aspects of life that can help 
to keep people hopeful and 
lighthearted even in wartime. “I 
think we have a lot in common,” 
Fournier commented. “She’s a 
very strong-willed, confident 
person, and she takes a weird 
observing role in everyone’s 
grief because she doesn’t 
indulge in it much herself.”
Pamela Carolina Martinez 
also found it easy to identify 
with Eve, the youngest character 
in the cast, on account of their 
personal similarities. “She tries 
very hard to be mature, like the 
other women, but sometimes 
her naïvety comes out. She’s 
sort of the comic relief in the 
play,” Martinez said. “With Eve, 
it’s not that hard to get into her 
shoes. I just warm up with her 
personality sinking into me—I 
start to move and speak and 
behave more like her. She tends 
to walk with a strut, for instance.”
Shannon Lindsey was 
cast as Janet, a woman who 
takes on the responsibility of 
contributing to the war effort 
in a civilian capacity because 
her husband will not join the 
fight. “I try to be on top of 
things. If I’m not, it would come 
as a surprise, and that kind 
of bugs the other ladies,” said 
Lindsey. “Janet’s one of the red 
triangle hostesses—a group of 
women who organize things 
around Calgary. We organize 
parcels for the men making 
their way east, like bandages. 
We also practice evacuation 
drills in case of a bombing.”
Lily Gillette took on a 
very different role from her 
own personality—Margaret, 
an aging mother of two whose 
sons are embroiled in the war. 
Her youngest son is jailed for 
being a communist, throwing 
her life into chaos. “Margaret 
goes from having the perfect 
family and being able to pay her 
rent to having nothing. She has 
friends, but none of them like her 
because she’s always miserable,” 
Gillette said. “I’ve never played 
anyone this old before, so I’ve 
been working on my physicality, 
the way I talk and carry myself.”
To find out what happens 
to these characters, catch the 
free preview of Waiting for the 
Parade in the Douglas College 
studio theatre on March 10 at 
2:00 p.m. Performances run 
from March 11– 18 at 7:30 p.m.
 Douglas students talk ‘Waiting for the Parade’
Getting in character
Adam Tatelman
Arts Editor
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 O Douglas-SFU Ping Pong tournament
 O Fighting Fit: Martial arts mixer
 O Playoff blues
And more!
Have an idea for a story? 
 editor@theotherpress.ca
The women opened up the weekend on Friday, 
having earned their bye to 
the semifinals by finishing 
second in the PACWEST. They 
faced the red-hot hosts, the 
Capilano Blues. Coming off 
of a dominating win against 
the Camosun Chargers the 
night before, the Blues were 
looking to upset the Royals 
to head to the final. 
But it would take a lot to 
displace the team that went on 
a monstrous 15-0 win streak in 
the regular season. Both teams 
came with a full bench of veteran 
players, each hungry for a 
National berth before departing 
the PACWEST. The Royals, led by 
the PACWEST Women’s Coach 
of the Year, Courtney Gerwing, 
started her regulars, just as she 
has been doing all season, led by 
second team All-Stars, Nanaya 
Miki and Rachel Beauchamp. 
The Blues also had some 
firepower in their starting lineup, 
as first team All-Star Michelle 
Errico and second team All-
Star Carmelle M’Bikata took 
the floor with their team. No 
matter the result, the fans in 
the stands were in for a treat. 
The action waited for no 
one, and both teams got off to 
an explosive start. Capilano 
challenged Douglas to a shooting 
contest in the first quarter, and 
did they ever lose out. Douglas 
rained threes on Capilano’s 
defence the entire quarter, 
granting them the early lead 
heading into the second. 
Switching tactics, the Royals 
chose to forgo their outside 
shooting to challenge the Blues’ 
defence in a much more physical 
way. Constantly driving the 
net, Royals players were able to 
either get the bucket to go, or get 
the nod to the free throw line. 
However, their conversion rate of 
free throws in the first half of the 
game was atrocious. Out of the 
15 gifted shots, Douglas was only 
able to make 5 of them count. 
This was a huge factor 
in Capilano’s ability to keep 
up with Douglas. There were 
several times where the Royals 
could have run away with the 
game had they converted their 
chances. But despite all of that, 
the Royals still outplayed the 
hosts, increasing their lead to 
a healthy seven points before 
going into the halftime break. 
It wouldn’t seem like it on 
paper, but the second half is 
when the Royals had struggled, 
especially of late. The team had 
been unable to hold leads in 
the second half of the game, 
simply burning out, or having 
their offence stall. As the team 
came out in the third, they 
looked to shake the habits of 
the past. They did it in a big way 
by extending their stranglehold 
on the scoreboard. The physical 
driving play continued as the 
Royals forced the Blues into 
bad positions causing them 
to foul time and time again. 
Going into the fourth, the 
Royals took two quick baskets to 
extend their lead to 12 points. For 
a time, it looked like the game 
was in the bag, The Douglas 
team took a collective breath of 
relief. Meanwhile, the Blues were 
busy streaking down the court 
scoring 12 points in a row to tie 
the game. Caught way off-guard, 
the Royals were slow to respond. 
Awakened from their fugue-like 
state to the sight of a rolling 
Blues team, the Douglas squad 
did everything they could to 
stick with them. It all came down 
to two foul shots from Nanaya 
Miki, who had been clutch the 
entire game. With the crowd on 
the tips of their toes, Miki sunk 
both shots to force overtime. 
However, momentum is a 
fickle and fierce beast, as the 
Royals have learned from their 
regular season losses. Coming 
out of the gates to start overtime 
with the crowd behind them, 
the Blues grabbed control of the 
game and never let go. Midway 
through overtime, a three-
pointer by the Blues’ Errico 
found its way through the hoop, 
giving them the one-point lead. 
But a couple of baskets from 
the Royals put them back in the 
driver’s seat. An unfortunate 
foul sent the Blues to the line, 
when they took back that lead. 
With the chance to win the game 
on their next basket, the Royals 
went all out, perhaps a little too 
hard, as they ended up turning 
over the ball and taking another 
foul to put them down by three. 
With a few precious seconds 
left, the Royals called a timeout 
to gain positioning and plan a 
desperate three-point play. 
It all came down to that last 
play. Set-up in a spread position 
to optimize shooter availability, 
the Royals felt the pressure of 
time and hurried the ball to 
their star shooter, Miki. With the 
game in her fingers, and time 
dripping away, Miki was forced 
to take a shot that was well 
beyond the three-point line. The 
ball fell short, and the Royals fell 
with it, losing the game, 72-69. 
Despite the loss, several of 
the Royals still had tremendous 
score lines. Simran Bir finished 
with 13 points on the night. 
Sarah Jorgenson and Miki both 
picked up double-doubles, with 
Jorgenson picking up 11 points 
and 11 boards. However, it was 
Miki who was the story of the 
match. She finished with 26 
points and 10 rebounds in the 
heartbreaker. 
The loss meant that the 
Royals were officially out of 
National contention, which also 
meant that the third-place game 
would be Courtney Gerwing’s 
last as the head coach of the 
Royals. Starting the same lineup 
as the day before, coach Gerwing 
stayed with normality in her 
final game. However, the Quest 
Kermodes are not a team to 
be over looked. Leading their 
starting lineup was first team 
All-Star, Miriam Baumann, who 
was looking to make her final 
PACWEST game a win.
In an homage to their 
coach, the Royals executed play 
to perfection. The team drove 
the Kermodes, over and over, 
wearing them thin and drawing 
fouls when baskets could not 
be scored. However, much like 
the day before, the problem was 
not drawing the fouls, it was 
converting on them. The first 
half of the game was plagued 
with that problem, as the Royals 
converted only 6 of 12 chances 
from the foul line. 
The first half was also 
plagued with shooting problems. 
Bad shots and questionable 
decisions decimated Douglas’ 
shot percentage in the first half, 
and kept the score much closer 
than it should have been. The 
teams went into halftime tied at 
30.
Coming out of the half, one 
would have expect both teams to 
be a little more alive. The Royals 
came out of the half with some 
consistency, matching their first 
half of play for the first time in a 
long time. They improved upon 
their free throw shooting, but 
continued to take bad shots from 
the field. 
Quest were shooting 
machines in the second half, 
going nearly 50 per cent from all 
areas of the court. Although the 
two teams continued to trade 
leads, it was Quest who came out 
of the third with a 2-point lead, 
44-42. That lead persisted in the 
fourth as the Royals continually 
caught up to the score, only 
to have the Kermodes push it 
further. Going into the final 10 
seconds of the game, it looked 
as if the teams were going to 
overtime. 
However, a quick timeout by 
the Kermode, set up a seemingly 
obvious play. The ball was 
supposed to go in to Baumann, 
who would score her final basket 
in PACWEST play to seal the 
win, or miss and go to overtime. 
However, Baumann had other 
plans. As the Royals doubled 
teamed her, expecting the play 
to go to her, Baumann threw the 
ball over to the corner, into the 
waiting arms of the PACWEST 
Rookie of the Year, Jordin 
Wilkinson. Left nearly wide 
open on the side, Wilkinson had 
all the time she needed to send 
a three-pointer flying into the 
hearts of the Royals. 
With 6.3 seconds left in 
the game, Gerwing called her 
final timeout. Setting up a 
desperation three-point play 
for her team, similar to the one 
yesterday, the team took the 
court determined to tie the 
game. Regrettably, due to a 
miscommunication, the play was 
botched, resulted in a turnover, 
and forced the Royals to take a 
foul on Wilkinson. She made 
no mistake on the foul shots 
and sealed the game. With that, 
the Royals fell, 60-55, finishing 
fourth in the tournament. 
Miki had yet another 
standout performance, and 
finished with 20 points and 6 
rebounds. She was also named a 
tournament All-Star. 
The loss brings a tragic 
end to the Royals’ wonderful 
season. With this year’s hopes 
of Nationals dashed, the players 
can only look to next year, 
where they hope the fortunes 
may favour them and their new 
coach. 
Balling out of control
 Women’s basketball shock at Provincials
Davie Wong
Sports Editor
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Ladies, does it make you uncomfortable when you 
see guys watching women’s 
volleyball tournaments for the 
sole purpose of watching women 
bounce around in booty shorts? 
Personally I find it a little galling 
that while skimpy shorts are 
mandatory for women’s teams, 
men are not held to the same 
standards. Would I watch a men’s 
volleyball tournament if they were 
all in booty shorts? Absolutely, 
and gladly. 
As, I imagine, many others 
would. In the meantime, there’s 
oil wrestling. What is oil wrestling, 
you might ask? It’s exactly what 
it sounds like. Wrestling, with 
copious amounts of olive oil 
applied to the wrestlers. It’s the 
Turkish national sport, no less. 
So already, you might imagine 
a bunch of greased-up, shirtless 
men wrestling, and you might be 
thinking, “No way.” Way. And it 
gets even better. 
In classic wrestling (which 
I don’t watch, aside from with 
casual interest in bars while 
waiting for my chicken wings 
to arrive), you win by holding 
down your opponent for a certain 
amount of time. Not so in oil 
wrestling. Not so at all. 
The wrestlers are required to 
wear a loose style of pants called a 
kisbet, hand-stitched and made of 
calfskin (not booty shorts, sadly). 
The way one wins oil wrestling 
is by grasping one’s kisbet. Best 
way to do this is to stick one’s arm 
through another’s kisbet.
Not getting it? Let me sum it 
up for you: oil wrestling is a sport 
wherein a number of shirtless 
men oil themselves up and win 
by sliding their hands down each 
other’s pants. And it is delightful. 
Apparently, this sport is pretty 
ancient, dating back to the days 
of Sumer and Babylon. All joking 
aside, it takes a lot of strength to 
win. The images I’ve seen show 
men occasionally tossing one 
another around with ease. I can 
barely keep hold of my phone 
without dropping it—I couldn’t 
imagine doing the same with a 
200-pound, oiled-up human. 
Despite it being an ancient, 
national sport, what strikes me 
about it is how fun it looks. 
Apparently the matches are less 
a brutal competition, and more 
a challenge that showcases one 
another’s abilities, based in 
mutual respect. 
Here’s hoping the sport catches 
on in other countries, maybe 
making it to the Olympics if we’re 
all very lucky. In the meantime, 
to the Douglas Athletics 
Department, I say this: if you’re 
looking for a new sport to take 
on, I have a suggestion. And I’ll 
personally provide the olive oil.
Turkish oil wrestling
 A sport to satisfy the female gaze
Rebecca Peterson
Staff Writer
OP Player of the Week
On Friday, March 4, Douglas hosted an event that has 
been months in the making. A 
ping pong tournament between 
Simon Fraser University and 
Douglas College. 
Though the competition was 
fierce, the atmosphere of the 
event was very friendly. Matches 
between contestants would often 
conclude with handshakes and 
compliments passed between 
players. They even traded tips 
and tricks to improve each other’s 
performance. Teams cheered 
on their own players as well as 
their opponents. Everyone was 
encouraged in equal measure to 
perform their best. 
Both teams brought their best 
to the table, showing incredible 
skill and effort. As one spectator 
commented, “Your reflexes would 
have to be amazing to do this.” 
Players were not above physically 
improbable leaps and twists to 
catch the ball and send it back 
to their opponents. It was not 
uncommon to watch volleys that 
lasted for minutes without either 
side conceding a point.
In the end, SFU swept up 
the top three placements with 
their players Vlad, Tony, and 
Elaine. Douglas’s own Lakshay 
coming in fourth. The results 
were not entirely surprising, as 
apparently Vlad is a ping pong 
champion back in the Ukraine. 
His confidence and skill spoke 
of a long history of experience, 
though many of Douglas’s players 
managed to keep up with him 
all the same. The prize for first 
place was a $150 gift certificate 
to Boston Pizza, which Douglas 
representatives awarded to the 
SFU team at the conclusion of the 
bout. 
The night was closed by 
a speech from a member of 
Douglas’s Athletics Department. 
As Douglas is a smaller college, 
our facilities are not very large. 
Hosting events such as ping pong 
tournaments can prove difficult. 
The hope for the future is that 
events like this tournament can 
occur on an annual basis, with 
schools trading off as hosts. It 
speaks well of our school. Despite 
our compact size, the Athletics 
Department has been ready and 
willing to organize and host 
events like this. Those events 
have always been well-attended 
and enjoyed by players and 
spectators alike. 
All in all, the night was an 
incredible success, culminating in 
a group photo with both school 
teams. It seems both schools 
enjoyed the tournament, and are 
eager to repeat the experience 
again next year. Something for 
our own team to look forward 
to, as they continue meeting 
up and training towards future 
tournaments.
Rebecca Peterson
Staff Writer
Douglas–SFU ping 
pong tournament
 Successful tournament may lead to much more
This week’s OP Player of the Week is Nanaya Miki. 
Despite her team not winning 
a game at the tournament, 
Miki still managed to amass 
a ridiculous amount of 
offensive and defensive stats. 
In two games, Miki played a 
total of 75 out of the 85 total 
minutes. This was especially 
evident in the team’s overtime 
loss to the Capilano Blues, 
when she played a total of 41 
out of 45 minutes.
Over the weekend, she 
scored 46 of her team’s 124 
points, counting for 37 per 
cent of her team’s offence. 
Those points included the 
two free throws against the 
Blues which tied the game 
and sent the two teams to 
overtime. On the back end 
of the court, Miki was also 
fantastic. She picked up 16 
rebounds, with 10 in the 
matchup against Capilano. 
She also had 3 assists to top it 
all off. 
Nanaya Miki’s play was 
absolutely dominant. Even 
though her team did not win, 
she will remain the bright 
spot of what would otherwise 
be a very dark weekend. 
 Basketball Provincials edition
Davie Wong
Sports Editor
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Philanthropy: 
Raising awareness or mere funding?
By Chitwan Khosla, Features Editor
Philanthropy in recent years has under gone a sea change. Almost 200 billionaires from around the world are pumping 
much more money into charity than ever before with the hope 
of solving the immediate problems of our times and changing 
the face of society, hopefully in their lifetimes. 
As with anything, discussion is essential for progress. Events 
such as the Forbes 400 Summits bring the philanthropists and 
social entrepreneurs of the world together to ponder over the 
problems being faced by humanity and how to overcome them. 
Warren Buffet, chairman-CEO of Berkshire Hathaway, is one 
who has been most forthright in his opinion that we should try 
to solve today’s problems rather than next century’s. According 
to him, as reported by Forbes: “I don’t know the important 
issues necessarily 50 years from now. I do know what I consider 
the important issues now. And I know some terriﬁ c people 
who operate in those ﬁ elds. Everything I have will be spent 
within 10 years after the closing of my estate. There will always 
be plenty of philanthropists in 10, 20, 50, 100 years from now. 
They can look at the problems of that day and the people of 
that day and pick out the best managers.” Buffet’s argument is 
not only pragmatic, but it also brings to the forefront that true 
philanthropists don’t believe in mere funding, but have solid 
plans to do something.
Melinda Gates, one of the world’s most inﬂ uential 
philanthropists, is in agreement. She has found that today, 
women account for the highest percentage of victims of 
almost all global issues related to health, social status, hunger, 
violence, and poverty. She chose to become the voice of 
women and girls, and is investing billions to bring women out 
of their miseries everywhere on the planet. In an interview with 
Forbes, she said that to end poverty, women and girls need 
to be put at the centre of charity focus. The same interview 
reported that Melinda, along with her husband Bill Gates, 
has $41.3 billion in endowment, which the pair can position 
in any way they deem ﬁ t. And with so much power, Gates is 
emphasizing women’s empowerment.
Philanthropy is, these days, no longer restricted to running 
schools and hospitals. Philanthropists now recognize that it 
is more valuable to help bring the poorest of the poor above 
the poverty line, so that they can feed themselves and their 
families and afford education and healthcare. In countries like 
India, which has the second highest number of billionaires in 
Asia, the government has made it mandatory for industries 
and corporate businesses to spend two per cent of their 
proﬁ ts on corporate social responsibility (CSR). To humanity’s 
credit, the overwhelming response that has gone beyond the 
mandatory law, with some companies giving more than the 
stipulated percentage. It is expected that about $20 billion will 
be collected every year for the social causes. Deval Sanghavi, 
founder-partner of Indian philanthropy foundation Dasra is 
hopeful that once the CSR mechanism falls into place, and 
areas of funding are identiﬁ ed, businesses and other funders 
will focus on long-term strategies. At present in Asia—other 
than education and health care—sanitation, hunger, and water 
scarcity have been identiﬁ ed as the issues that need the most 
attention. If proper strategies are put into effect, it will ensure 
that not only the money is spent in the most efﬁ cient way, but 
also that it reaches the right people. CSR mechanism shouldn’t 
be considered a law, because philanthropy is an act of paying 
back to society what one has received from it. It should rather 
be considered a technique or a tool that has been successful in 
increasing the engagement of the corporate world to channel 
their funds in a more productive manner and create social 
awareness.
Big companies, who give away millions and billions to 
charities each year, are obviously capable of making a greater 
impact than regular funders. Pouring their money to charity 
organizations is just a fraction of the help that they can offer—it 
is also incredibly important that they can help create awareness 
and provide other resources. Therefore, the focus has clearly 
shifted to giving more personal time, effort, and manpower. 
As reported by Forbes, Bill Gates said: “I have had a lot of 
fun jobs, but none of them has been as fun as partnering with 
Melinda and seeing real results… I see philanthropy as the 
venture capital for government functions. There are certain 
things the private sector will never fund, like ﬁ ghting malaria or 
ﬁ xing primary health systems, because there is no proﬁ t model 
there. Governments want to fund those things, but it’s difﬁ cult 
for them to work on really long-term issues and to attract the 
right scientists to solve those problems. Philanthropy can take 
the risks, do the research and development, and fund the 
pilot programs to tackle some of the most critical issues in the 
world.”
With his explanation for why it is important to fund the “critical 
issues” for the philanthropy, he also underlined the need of 
involvement of the right people. 
It is a positive change that philanthropy has become a very 
well-organized sector in its own. Young philanthropists are 
bringing professionalism and implementing business-like 
models to maintain a sustainable philanthropy cycle. Many 
charitable organizations are investing in stocks to establish a 
continuous money ﬂ ow to fund projects in various countries. 
Not only does this help in solving the issues at hand, but it also 
improves the local economies by generating employment. 
Professional marketing campaigns are also invested in creating 
awareness and involving the general public in working together 
for global causes. Other than being able to generate funds, 
the big names bring a value of trust. Public outreach programs 
become successful as people trust celebrities like Gates, Buffet, 
and Fox, and because of this trust they agree to get involved 
much easily and profoundly. Their foundations and non-proﬁ t 
organizations also become channels for the common people 
to reach the needy directly. You can sponsor a child for their 
education and be kept updated about their development if 
you wish to. You can feed 10 families each day with as little as 
$1 a day in Uganda. All this is possible because of the efﬁ cient 
business models that the philanthropists have been able to set 
up with their money and expertise.
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Mixed Martial Arts (MMA) has a reputation as one of 
the most brutal combat sports in 
history, although that criticism is 
somewhat unfair. In professional 
tournaments like the UFC, the 
referees are the best in the world, 
their decisiveness equal to that 
of the fighters they watch over. 
Really, it is the amateur bouts 
which boast the greatest risk 
of injury. But in truth, most 
people don’t study MMA out 
of a desire to compete. They 
merely seek a varied and dynamic 
training regime, as befits the 
MMA philosophy of taking all 
the most useful elements from 
as many styles as possible.
To that end, the Douglas 
College MMA club offers a 
unique method of teaching that 
is rarely seen in the martial arts 
world. Depending on the day, 
and provided you have had some 
prior training, anyone can lead 
class. Although club founder and 
president Ronaldo Ferreira is the 
primary instructor, he encourages 
students to share their knowledge 
of martial arts with the rest of the 
class. Ferreira himself has over 10 
years of kickboxing experience, 
and he is currently seeking any 
students with wrestling or Jujitsu 
training to share what they know.
On the subject of training, 
there is a definite calisthenic 
focus in class, reminiscent of 
orthodox boxing training. The 
first 15 minutes of class involves 
a good deal of cardio, as well 
as the traditional pushups and 
sit-ups. If you don’t know how 
to jump rope, you will certainly 
have a chance to learn. Although 
there are some spare ropes, it is 
best to bring your own, as well 
as gloves and a mouthguard 
for the purposes of sparring.
The kickboxing-focused 
classes will be most familiar to 
anyone who has studied karate, 
tae kwon do, or muay thai. Given 
the uniform nature of the human 
body, there are only so many 
practical ways to kick forcefully 
while maintaining good balance. 
You’ll get a good deal of flexibility 
from training these kicks, 
although some of the turning 
manoeuvres are not as practical 
as the more linear techniques.
The downside to the Douglas 
MMA club is its availability. 
Monday classes take place 
from 5:30pm to 6:30pm, and 
include access to training tools 
like punching bags, speed bags 
and climbing ropes. However, 
Thursday classes take place 
from 7:00pm to 8:00pm in room 
2221—a much smaller space with 
no such equipment. Although 
the room has a padded floor 
better suited to sparring, there 
isn’t often an opportunity to 
do much fighting due to the 
classes being only one hour 
long. This may be a turn-off for 
some MMA practitioners who 
want more of a sparring focus.
The greatest assets in Douglas 
MMA’s favour are its ease of access 
and no-charge policy. Anyone 
can practice for free, and since 
the classes are held on campus, 
they are extremely convenient to 
get to. This makes Douglas MMA 
an excellent supplement to any 
current ongoing training you 
may be doing. If you’re unable to 
make it to your usual dojo, you 
can drop in for a quick hour-long 
session keep yourself in practice, 
and share what you know.
It was never going to be an easy weekend for the Royals. Going 
into the playoffs seeded fifth out 
of sixth was not an ideal start for 
the team with dreams of a gold 
medal. However, if they wanted 
that medal, they would have to 
battle up a mountain, and then 
some. 
They started that battle on 
Thursday night as they played the 
hosts, the fourth seeded Capilano 
Blues. The Royals boasted a 
veteran starting line-up, with 2nd 
team All-Star, Grant Campbell, 
leading the charge. The Blues, 
boasting a much younger roster, 
started their best, led by 1st team 
All-Star, Martin Bogajev. 
Right out of the gates, things 
were not looking good for the 
Royals. Their first few possessions 
were marred by unlucky bounces 
and bad turnovers. From there, 
things continued to deteriorate 
rapidly. Communication, or the 
lack thereof, played a huge role in 
the Royals’ first quarter struggle, 
and they limped into the second 
trailing the Blues, 23-10. 
Using the short quarter break 
to his advantage, coach Denis 
Beausoleil took the opportunity 
to re-focus his team. Getting 
out of the hole the team dug 
themselves in the first would 
be a challenge, but it wasn’t 
impossible. With that in mind, 
the revitalized Royals squad hit 
the court for the second quarter. 
The team looked significantly 
better. They drove the net well 
and shot much better than they 
had in the first. However, for 
every point that Douglas put up, 
Capilano had an answer. This 
included a 12-0 point streak to 
answer the Royals earlier 4-point 
streak. The Royals would end 
up capping off the quarter with 
a 7-point streak of their own, 
heading into the halftime break 
trailing, 39-27. 
Coming into the second half, 
it seemed like all the Blues had to 
do was hold on. But both teams 
came back into the game fired up 
and ready to play. The two went at 
it for an extended period of time, 
with both racking up fouls, left, 
right, and centre. What it all came 
down to was execution. The Blues 
made no mistakes converting 
their free throws, while the Royals 
struggled from the line. They 
shot 50 per cent from the free 
throw line in the game, missing 15 
points in the process. 
By the end of the third, things 
were looking grim for the fifth 
place team, down 18 points. 
With everything on the line, the 
Royals sprinted out of the gates 
to start the fourth. Rallying on 
their veteran shooters and well-
practiced set plays, Douglas 
looked to mount a comeback 
against the staggering Blues. 
They ended the quarter with a 
12-0 streak, but it was too little 
too late for the Royals, as the 
hometown Blues rode their lead 
to a quarterfinal win, taking the 
game, 83-74. 
Despite the loss, it was not all 
gloom and doom for the team. 
Campbell ended the game with a 
double-double, scoring 14 points 
and picking up 10 rebounds. After 
the game, Beausoleil spoke about 
the team’s performance, and the 
season as a whole. 
“I love how positive this 
team is. They always have a 
great outlook on the game, what 
we’re doing well, what we need 
to improve on, and they’re not 
negative about anything. If you 
don’t have that cohesiveness, 
you get totally blown out. So 
I’m happy that the guys stuck 
together. 
“Tonight, we weren’t hitting 
shots, and they were hitting a 
bunch of them. They broke our 
press, so we stopped using that. 
We didn’t have the season of 
success that we thought we would 
have coming into the regular 
season, nor did we have the 
season we wanted. It’s been up 
and down this entire season. But 
it’s been great coaching the guys.”
Playoff blues
 Men’s basketball fall short of golden ambitions
Davie Wong
Sports Editor
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Fighting Fit: Martial arts mixer
 Douglas students run MMA club 
Adam Tatelman
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I will admit, the majority of my own wardrobe consists of a 
plethora of black items—mostly 
because I like to accentuate my 
starving writer aesthetic by binge 
drinking coffee and looking 
as unfriendly as possible. This 
doesn’t change the fact that 
black is probably one of the 
most elegant colours you can 
come across for your formal wear 
needs. Unfortunately, as classic 
as black is, it is also extremely 
overdone when it comes to award 
shows—but there were a few 
standouts at the Oscars that 
chose to update their own basic 
black ensembles, turning them 
into modern magnificence. 
The first lady that caught my 
eye was the ever lovely Jennifer 
Lawrence. Lawrence seems to 
have her shit together, or at least 
her stylist does, because never 
have I seen her in anything that 
was less than perfect. The Oscars 
proved to be no different as she 
chose to strut her stuff in Dior. 
The dress itself is made from 
a very sheer black lace which 
accentuates the femininity of it, 
while the cut of the dress provides 
a more modern silhouette. That 
deep V neckline with the flowing 
tiered skirt speaks to a level of 
comfort that is absent from the 
more classic red carpet looks. 
Combining the black with the 
nude is a good way to break it 
up so it appears less harsh, but 
still sophisticated and sexy—like 
a modern Brigitte Bardot.
Next up was my surprise 
contender for the night, Kate 
Winslet. The shock here is that 
the dress itself isn’t revolutionary 
in terms of cut or colour. It’s 
beautiful and well-made, don’t get 
me wrong—but at the end of the 
night, it’s a simple strapless dress 
with a train. No, what matters 
here is the fabric. That gorgeous 
sheen that made that entire 
gown look like liquid wrapped 
around her body. Made by Ralph 
Lauren, this dress was definitely 
polarizing; people either loved 
it or hated it. I, for one, thought 
it was brilliant. To me, it is the 
perfect mix of futuristic fantasy 
meets Hollywood glamour. 
The fabric itself modernizes 
an otherwise boring black 
gown, something that a couple 
of us common folk should 
maybe take into consideration 
when we’re shopping for our 
next Little Black Dress. 
For the gents, Jared Leto 
was an absolute standout. I 
appreciated the way he (or his 
stylist) attempted to modernize 
the classic black tux by going 
fully monochromatic with a 
few red accents. The piece-de-
resistance was the flower. Moving 
the buttoneer from its regular 
position so that it took the 
place of his tie seems like such a 
simple concept. In fact, it’s often 
a frequent sight with women’s 
suits, and though it feminizes 
Leto’s look, it’s definitely not in a 
bad way. Leto himself is a slender 
man, so coupling the placement 
of the flower with his man-
scruff and the clean lines of the 
suit makes the overall aesthetic 
very androgynous and versatile, 
much like the actor himself.
Back to black
 A look at the Oscars red-carpet and everyone’s favourite shade of grey
Brittney MacDonald
Life and Style Editor
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Period-havers, imagine your ideal product for dealing 
with your personal “Red Sea.” For 
me, it would be something easy 
to use, impossible to feel, and 
effective on my heaviest days. For 
a lot of people, being able to have 
sex while on your period would 
also be a bonus. 
Introducing: the menstrual 
sponge. 
There are two types of 
sponges; the natural sea sponge 
(which is reusable), and the 
synthetic sponge, which is not. 
The natural sea sponge will likely 
appeal to the environmentally 
conscientious, as it can last for 
a long time—up to six months, 
with the proper upkeep. Like 
any reusable menstrual product, 
hygiene is a must. You will have 
to clean the sponge between uses, 
and disinfect it with body-safe 
products like apple cider vinegar 
and/or tea tree oil. 
Make sure to rinse it very 
well afterwards, as even natural 
cleansers can throw off your 
vagina’s pH balance.
To insert the sponge, squeeze 
it into a small shape and guide 
it up into your vagina with clean 
fingers. It should settle easily 
close to your cervix. As with 
tampons, if inserted correctly you 
shouldn’t be able to feel it. 
Removing the sponge, 
however, is the slightly gory 
downside. If using a natural 
sponge, I highly suggest tying a 
thread of unwaxed dental floss 
through the middle so you can 
pull it back out without having 
to... fish around for it. Be gentle 
while guiding it out—not only 
will it leak when compressed, 
but you run the risk of tearing 
the sponge in two if you’re not 
careful.
Removal and constant 
cleaning seem to be the major 
downsides of the natural sponge, 
two problems that are countered 
in the design of the synthetic 
sponge. 
The synthetic sponge is firmer, 
less prone to tearing, and is 
designed with a handle to loop 
your finger through, making 
it easier to remove. However, 
synthetic sponges are one use 
only, which is neither cost-
effective nor environmentally 
friendly. I’d suggest saving the 
synthetic sponge for special 
occasions or emergencies. 
However, use of the 
synthetic or natural sponges 
doesn’t eliminate the danger 
of toxic shock syndrome. So 
wear time on either sponge is 
still restricted to eight hours, 
the same as any tampon. This 
could be problematic on lighter 
days, especially if you’re using a 
synthetic sponge.
Overall, I think the concept of 
menstrual sponges is absolutely 
fascinating. I don’t know if I’d go 
out of my way to try them, but if I 
saw one in stores I might pick one 
up to have on hand. Just in case.
 The pros seem to outweigh the cons on these little miracles
Menstrual sponges: An unsung hero
Rebecca Peterson
Staff Writer
The Canadian dollar is at a depressing low right now, 
which is bad news for pretty 
much everyone—except for 
American film companies looking 
to make movies at a low cost. The 
industry has just entered what’s 
known as “Pilot Season,” the time 
of year where everyone’s filming 
pilot episodes for TV series that 
will hopefully get picked up by 
networks and given a full season’s 
run. With the low dollar and BC’s 
reputation for diverse locations 
and good crews, business is 
booming. Now, we have tons of 
jobs available, and not enough 
people to work them. In the last 
hour alone, I’ve received two 
separate job offers, and that’s 
without being on any official 
availability listings.
So in the interest of helping 
out my coworkers, bosses, and 
industry siblings-in-arms, I 
thought I’d take some time to do 
some recruiting. 
I’ll warn you right now, film 
work is not easy. It is physically 
and mentally exhausting, with 
long hours and high stress. The 
day before yesterday, I worked 18 
hours—and long hours like that 
aren’t out of the ordinary. 
That being said, there are 
some perks. The food is free, 
the pay is decent, and right 
now, the upward mobility in the 
industry is crazy. On the show I 
worked last fall, I started off as 
a production assistant (PA) and 
moved up to Key PA, then even 
filled in as a trainee assistant 
director for a day despite no 
experience in the department 
whatsoever. 
As the saying goes, it’s not 
what you know, it’s who you 
know, and this is especially true 
in the film industry. If you have 
even a friend of a friend who’s 
in the industry, there’s a good 
likelihood they’ll know someone 
who’s looking for people. I cannot 
stress this enough: it does not 
matter what department you start 
out in. If you want to work as a 
camera operator and can only 
find work as a grip, take the job. 
You’ll meet people on set who, if 
you work hard and have a good 
attitude, will take notice and can 
help get you where you want to 
go.
If you don’t know anyone, 
however, the easiest department 
to start off in is Locations. PA 
work is vitally important and 
unfortunately thankless—you’re 
often the first to arrive and the 
last to leave. Still, if you have 
no experience and are eager 
to learn, Locations is the best 
place to start. Put your résumé 
together with the job you want 
in mind. Have you taken any 
film courses? Have you worked 
any labour industry jobs? Do 
you have your driver’s license, or 
better yet, a commercial vehicle 
license? These are all good things 
to include, but even a few years 
of retail experience shows that 
you’re capable of working, which 
is honestly all anyone’s looking 
for right now.
Next step is to Google “DGC 
Production List.” The first PDF 
result will show you what’s 
filming right now, as well as a few 
key details about how to contact 
the production and who to talk 
to. Look for the title “ALM” 
(Assistant Location Manager). 
Sometimes there will be two. 
Under the production name 
should be the production office’s 
e-mail.
Type up a cover letter template 
that’s brief and to the point, 
addressed to the show’s ALM(s). 
Key phrases that they’ll be 
looking for are “full availability” 
and “reliable transportation.” 
Always say you have reliable 
transportation, even if you don’t 
have a car and can’t drive. They 
just need to know that you’ll 
show up! This isn’t a regular 
job— if you start over-specifying 
your time constraints they will 
not hire you. Include your contact 
information, your résumé, and 
thank them for their time.
Your subject line to the 
production office should look 
like this: “Locations PA Résumé 
- ATTN: (Name of ALM)”. This 
will tell the person on the other 
end who to forward the e-mail 
to. E-mail as many productions 
as you can, and you should hear 
back within a week or two.
As I said before, film is 
not easy work, but it can be 
incredibly rewarding. If you go in 
with the right attitude, a smile, 
and a willingness to work, you 
can go very far in a very short 
period of time.
 During one of the busiest times of the year for the industry, it’s never been easier to start your career
How to get a job in film
Rebecca Peterson
Staff Writer
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Many of us are taught how to make up a résumé fairly 
early in our high school or middle 
school careers. Something of 
lesser focus is the construction 
of a cover letter. In the past, a 
cover letter was restricted to 
specialized jobs, or as a bonus 
piece of paper to attach to 
your résumé should your work 
experience be varied or limited. 
It is meant to be used as a means 
of displaying your eagerness, like 
an opening argument in an essay. 
Generally speaking, you used to 
only have to use them when you 
were entering your desired field, 
whatever that may be. But, like 
with everything, the concept 
of a cover letter has changed. 
Nowadays, more and 
more employers are making it 
mandatory for you to write one 
up for even the most basic of 
part-time jobs. As someone who 
was recently job hunting, this 
seemed entirely ridiculous to me. 
Being forced to write a cover 
letter to apply for a part-time job 
you’re only taking to afford to go 
to school is stupid. There’s no one 
person working 20 hours a month 
at a mall or waiting tables who sits 
down at night and contemplates 
making a career out of it. You do 
it for one reason, and that’s to 
survive. Unfortunately, you can’t 
put “to avoid becoming homeless” 
on your job application under 
reasons why you’re applying. 
Cover letters have become 
the new way for hiring managers 
to avoid actually reading a 
résumé. Generally speaking, a 
cover letter is extremely brief, 
and only references your relevant 
experience and skills for the 
job you’re applying for. From a 
hiring manager’s point of view, 
it tells them all they need to 
know in about half the time it 
would take to read a resume. 
From a job hunter’s point of 
view, it’s a pain in the ass. 
When writing a cover 
letter for more basic jobs, it’s a 
good idea to write up a couple 
different templates. Ones that 
will display major, relevant 
information, but with minor 
details that can be swapped out 
or changed depending on the 
position. Here’s how you do it. 
Begin by typing up your 
contact information in the left 
hand corner: name, e-mail, 
and phone number. Beneath 
that, you’re going to want to put 
the date you’re submitting the 
application. This is one of those 
things you need to remember 
to change every time you use 
the template. Leave a space 
before typing up the mailing 
address for the company/store/
whatever you’re applying for. 
This is really just a formality.
After another space, address 
who you’re speaking to. Generally 
you’ll write “Dear Hiring 
Manager,” since you probably 
won’t know their name. If you do, 
bonus. From here on in format 
it like a regular letter. It should 
be around three paragraphs, the 
first addressing how you learned 
about the job and letting them 
know that you’re local to the area 
their company is in. Generally 
you’ll want to keep this brief, but 
it’s one of those parts that you 
can reuse since you’ll probably be 
applying for jobs around where 
you live. Change the place you 
heard about the job as needed. 
The next paragraph will address 
your formal education—focus 
around large concepts like 
communication and/or customer 
service, and keep it general and 
brief. Focusing on large concepts 
makes the template reusable. Use 
said template when you apply for 
jobs that touch on those general 
fields—do that and you won’t 
have to change this paragraph 
much at all. In the third paragraph 
address your work experience and 
certifications for the field (Serving 
It Right, Foodsafe, etc.), focusing 
on the things that are most 
relevant to the concept(s) you 
chose in paragraph two. For added 
effect, pop in a few buzz words 
from the job posting, stuff like 
“team-player” and “motivated.”
Lastly, sign off in a way that 
invites conversation, something 
like “I hope to hear from you 
soon.” Don’t be too formal here, 
especially if you’re applying for 
a part-time job. End with your 
name and address. Altogether, 
your cover letter should be 
around 200–300 words. 
Finding a job is hard, 
especially while you’re a student—
mostly because there’s about a 
million others out there vying 
for the same work you are. So 
make it easier on yourself, and 
save writing a real cover letter for 
when you’re actually passionate 
about what you’re applying for.
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 A how-to guide on the most tedious aspect of job hunting
What the hell are cover letters?
Brittney MacDonald
Life and Style Editor
Covergirl’s original Clump Crusher mascara is considered 
by many to be one of the best 
drugstore options. It’s well known 
for creating a natural, clump-free 
look that can be hard to come 
by. I’ve been through two tubes 
of it, so I was excited to try out 
Clump Crusher Extensions, a 
newer version of the product. 
The packaging claims to have 
added a “buildable fiber-
stretch formula to give up to 
20 times volume and length.”
This mascara, like the 
original Clump Crusher, takes 
more than one coat to look 
great, so the application can be 
a little bit slower. However, it 
is very easy to use. The curved, 
plastic brush provides good 
separation to the lashes instead 
of clumping groups of lashes 
together. Since it’s very buildable, 
it’s easy to adjust how much 
volume and length you want.
Even though I picked the 
Very Black option, it still isn’t 
overwhelming and would look 
good with most eye makeup looks, 
and I would use it even when I’m 
not wearing any other eye makeup. 
My eyelashes are pretty 
average in length and not very 
dark, so I like that this adds so 
much length and definition. I 
would say that it nearly doubles 
my eyelash length. Although 
I don’t curl my eyelashes as 
I have enough of a natural 
curl to get away with skipping 
that step, reviewers online 
say that it holds a curl well.
The formula is fairly dry, 
which means it doesn’t smudge 
or flake very much. The only issue 
that I had with the original Clump 
Crusher, and it might carry over 
to this one as well, is that because 
it’s a drier formula one tube did 
dry up. However, one tip for that 
is to add a few drops of eyedrops 
or contact fluid, which are both 
obviously safe for eye contact, 
and mix the product around. 
For me, this mascara is a 
must buy. It and the original 
are commonly placed at the top 
of people’s favourites lists for 
good reason—they do exactly 
what they say they will, and well. 
Clump Crusher Extensions is 
available at Wal-Mart for $8.50 
and London Drugs for $9.50.
Beauty on a Budget
 Covergirl LashBlast Clump Crusher Extensions Mascara
Lauren Kelly
Assistant Editor
#DOUGLIFE
Tweet using the hashtag #DougLife, for a chance to be 
featured in the paper! 
This week’s tweet is by Aaron Guillen
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 O No money for elaborate Carnival
 O The grief of giving
 O Can hypocrites save the world?
And more!
Have an idea for a story? 
 opinions@theotherpress.ca
When Leonardo DiCaprio won his long-awaited Oscar 
for his role in The Revenant, we all 
cheered for his deserved award. 
But it was the subject matter of 
his long speech that caused some 
people to roll their eyes. DiCaprio 
has been a long-time activist. 
Time and time again we see him 
appearing on screen—not dressed 
in a tuxedo, but in a “regular” 
jacket or sweater, in boots, with a 
rugged beard—talking about the 
destruction of our environment. 
His most notable 
cinematic contribution to 
that cause is his producer, 
narrator, and writer roles in the 
environmental documentary—
an unofficial epilogue to 
Al Gore’s An Inconvenient 
Truth— The 11th Hour. 
We don’t need movies or 
movie stars to tell us about the 
environment. We all feel the 
change. This has been one of 
the warmest winters of my life. 
I’m concerned, but I don’t have 
time to be both an advocator 
and fulltime employee, making 
money to live. Many people feel 
the same way and are insulted 
when big shot celebrities rub 
it in. And when the Best Actor 
winner, some big shot multi-
millionaire, is only talking the 
talk instead of walking the walk, 
people have the right to be angry. 
DiCaprio was specifically 
called out for having a 
16,000-horsepower private yacht, 
the Topaz. For someone who cares 
so much for the environment, 
sailing the seas on a luxurious, 
diesel-gas-guzzling vessel is 
surely counter-productive, right? 
Now, I could go on about 
how DiCaprio is a hypocrite—and 
how the movie The Revenant 
did nothing to improve the 
lives of First Nations people, 
the very people DiCaprio 
sought to empower, but in fact 
marginalized them more—but 
I won’t. Because, as rich and 
arrogant as I’m sure Leo is, he is 
at least putting his free time into 
advocating good. Is he good? 
No. He’s a hypocrite. But I would 
rather take a hypocrite actor over 
one who is a woman-beating 
bigot. What can I say? I have low 
standards for my celebrities. 
There are many bad traits in 
the world, and being hypocritical 
is a minor one. With that being 
said, is there any more DiCaprio 
could do without giving up his 
fortune? Probably. But why should 
he? He’s not God. He’s just a 
servant of God. Sure, in the grand 
scheme of things, he is doing 
very little, but he is still doing it. 
When you are one of the most 
powerful actors in the world, you 
can merely sit back and accept 
awards, or you can use your clout 
to announce a concern. Some 
people choose racial equality, 
other chooses gender equality, but 
Leo chooses nature conservation. 
DiCaprio is not committing to 
his cause 100 per cent, we can all 
agree on that, but he is dedicating 
some of his time to it. That is 
more than what I can say about 
me… or even you. How much 
have you committed to saving 
the world, or any other cause? 
Take a look at yourself the 
next time you criticize someone 
for wanting better in the world. 
The old idiom “Do as I say, not as 
I do” is one every parent has once 
evoked if not said. If the heart is 
in the right place, then the person 
is moving in the right direction. 
We humans are not perfect, and 
that is the very reason why the 
world will end with a hopeful 
whimper, or like The Departed.
Can hypocrites save the world?
 DiCaprio gets heat for extravagant privileges while preaching eco-friendliness
Elliot Chan
Opinions Editor
It was recently announced that Justin Trudeau will be 
marching in the Toronto Pride 
Parade, making him the first 
prime minister to participate in 
one. Trudeau has marched in 
these parades before, making the 
announcement characteristic and 
unsurprising. 
Nevertheless, support of 
the LGBTQ+ community is 
essential in our Canadian (and 
any progressive) society, and it is 
important that national leaders 
reflect that. A lot of progress has 
been made for LGBTQ+ rights 
in the past decade, but there is 
still plenty of work to do. The 
LGBTQ+ represent roughly four 
per cent of the population—1.5 
million Canadians— who 
continue to be ostracized 
and discriminated against by 
a large portion of society. 
Thousands, if not more, 
of LGBTQ+ students across 
the country continue to be 
harassed, bullied, and rejected 
daily for their orientations. 
They are ostracized by peers, 
schools, friends, businesses, 
politicians, churches, and even 
families for being honest about 
their feelings and identities. 
They are bullied, harassed, and 
stereotyped across the larger 
media and by many authoritative 
figures. The LGBTQ+ continue 
to feel unsafe and rejected in 
their own schools, public areas, 
or homes, and this occurs in 
every city in every province 
in our country. In addition to 
being disproportionate targets 
for bullying and harassment, 
the LGBTQ+ experience a much 
higher rate of poor mental 
health, self-harm, homelessness, 
and suicide attempts. 
Twenty-two per cent 
of Canadians disapprove of 
same-sex marriage, something 
legalized in this country over 
a decade ago. The lack of 
progressive LGBTQ+ rights 
in other parts of the world 
is also troubling; in some 
countries, homosexuality is still 
punishable by imprisonment, 
lashes, or execution. 
We all know people who 
are LGBTQ+, whether we 
realize it or not. Their progress 
into full acceptance in our 
society is coming along, but 
there is still a lot of work to 
be done. Trudeau’s pledged 
support of this community is 
a milestone in governmental 
acceptance. We can only hope 
that any LGBTQ+ member of 
society, particularly ones feeling 
completely rejected, feels a little 
bit of hope in seeing that the 
Prime Minister has their back.
 Support of gay rights is essential in society
Trudeau’s march in Pride parade 
essential for national LGBTQ+ support
Cazzy Lewchuk
Staff Writer
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I’ll admit that I mindlessly sat in one of the fold-up disability 
seats on the SkyTrain the other 
day. I don’t have a disability, I 
just saw the empty seat on what 
looked to be a fairly full car, so I 
went in for the taking—mindful 
that I would give up the seat 
to any transit-goer who I knew 
would need it more than me. 
In other words, any transit 
customer who is either elderly 
or uses some form of apparatus 
to help with their mobility.
However, after clicking 
through CBC’s website last 
night, I was given a small dose 
of reality, and perhaps a little 
guilt. I read a story about a young 
woman with severe epilepsy who 
uses the disability seating on 
Vancouver’s public transit amid 
the dirty looks from bystanders 
who are ignorant to her invisible 
condition. She uses the seats 
because there’s not enough room 
in the back to have a seizure 
without getting hurt. She’s now 
calling on TransLink to provide 
proper signage for people with 
invisible illnesses, such as hers.
The numerous times I’ve sat 
in a disability seat, I don’t recall 
ever being given dirty looks, but 
perhaps I haven’t been paying 
proper attention to those around 
me. This might be a fault on my 
behalf. However, I do see a sadly 
difficult circumstance when it 
comes to asking TransLink to 
“properly” accommodate all 
customers on public transit.
The fact of the matter is 
that invisible disabilities are just 
that—invisible. Unfortunately, 
the general public is ignorant of 
these issues, and that’s just the 
way it is. After all, how could 
they know? To ask TransLink 
to update their safety signage 
to include those with invisible 
problems is a safe request, but 
it’s equivalent to asking people to 
“be considerate” of others when 
using transit services, something 
TransLink already does.
And while this is a fair use 
of sign space, I’m saddened to 
say that many perfectly healthy 
people don’t take it to heart. The 
public in this city like to keep 
to themselves while they travel; 
most won’t be bothered to keep 
an awareness of others while on 
transit, and most don’t want any 
part in drama should it occur.
The unfortunate truth is 
that if the transit-goers don’t 
notice there’s a problem, then 
the problem won’t be solved. If 
you have an invisible disability, 
it’s best that you, yourself, make 
others aware by using your own 
signage—whether it be a tattoo, 
a paper sign, or some other 
indicator. Yes, I understand that 
many disadvantaged people 
may feel “branded” or “outcast.” 
They may not feel comfortable 
publicly displaying their personal 
problems, and they probably 
don’t want to be reminded of 
them each time they use transit.
However, it’s sadly out of 
TransLink’s reach to help these 
people. Invisible disabilities 
are a tricky subject to navigate 
when it comes to public spaces. 
In fact, I’d go so far as to say 
that when these issues meet 
the need for public recognition, 
they’re impossible to solve 
without somebody feeling 
violated or isolated in the end.
While I’ll be sure to leave 
the disability seat to someone 
else from now on, if I’m sitting 
in another space and you 
indicate to me that you need it 
more than I do, I will respect 
those needs. But you can’t 
expect TransLink to influence 
people to do this for you.
Monogamy has long been the standard when it 
comes to relationships, but it’s 
possible that different kinds of 
arrangements may work better 
for some people rather than a 
conventional relationship.
Monogamy is painted as 
the ultimate goal for romantic 
relationships. However, as views 
on love and sex change, we’re 
forced to ask the question: is 
monogamy still something we 
should be aiming for, or are 
other forms of relationships—
open, polyamorous, whatever 
you call them—a better fit for 
today’s generation of students?
I once made out with a 
guy who has a girlfriend. 
Let me preface this by saying 
that he didn’t tell me about the 
girlfriend until after he’d kissed 
me. We were in a different city, 
at a karaoke bar. Both a little 
drunk, he told me I was cute, and 
then asked if he could kiss me. 
But when he casually 
mentioned that he was in a 
relationship, I was horrified. 
Horrified might be too strong of 
a word, but I was convinced that 
I’d just become an unassuming 
accomplice in the biggest 
cheating scandal of the year.
What I’d missed, 
however, was that the word 
“open” preceded the word 
“relationship.” This guy and 
his partner were okay with 
each other being with other 
people. Everything was cool. 
Everything, that is, except me.
I grew up believing in 
the idea of a “one true love.” 
I’m an avid fan of Jane Austen 
romances. My parents have 
been married for over 20 years. I 
had a crush on the same person 
for most of high school.
Most importantly, I’m a very 
introverted person. I have a hard 
time sharing the most vulnerable 
parts of myself with one person, 
much less multiple people.
How could a polyamorous 
relationship ever work? 
Wouldn’t you get jealous? 
Wouldn’t you run out of energy 
to love people? Wouldn’t you 
get hurt multiple times?
The thing is, all of these 
problems can happen in 
monogamous relationships too. 
Just because you’re committed 
to a single person doesn’t mean 
you’re immune to difficulty.
I’ve met plenty of people 
who find happiness in open 
or polyamorous relationships, 
including close friends. They 
are able to fulfill their needs and 
wants in a safe and consensual 
relationship, just with multiple 
people instead of one. 
Perhaps relationships 
aren’t really about the number 
of people in them, but rather 
the affection and trust that 
exists between those people. 
True love is often viewed 
as one of the absolutes in this 
crazy thing called life, but the 
truth is that it changes, just like 
everything else does. People 
change, and the ways in which 
we love them change too.
I’ve been on both sides of 
the equation, and I’ve figured 
out that—from what I know—I 
prefer to be romantically involved 
with one person at a time. That’s 
not to say that I don’t love many 
people, but I choose to invest 
most significantly in one. 
I’m not set in stone. 
Someday, I might find myself 
better off with more than one 
partner, although it’s unlikely. 
The best way for me to love 
people may change over time, and 
I’m starting to be okay with that.
So back to the original 
question: is monogamy 
still the best can hope for? 
Honestly, I don’t really think 
the answer is clear. For some 
it is, and for others, it isn’t.
What is clear, however, is 
that most of us are looking for 
the exact same thing — to love, 
and to be loved, in whatever 
form that may come in. Everyone 
deserves a chance to be happy, 
and I think that’s an idea 
that we can all commit to.
 A look at modern relationships
Emily Klatt
The Sheaf  
(University of Saskatchewan)
Monogamy: Is it the best we can hope for?
TransLink shouldn’t add signage for invisible illnesses
 We can only properly accommodate those with physical disabilities, rather than invisible ones
Adam Van der Zwan
The Peak (Simon Fraser University) 
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I learned my lesson when I was young. I was old enough to 
know what was mine, but also 
had the teachings of generosity 
instilled in me. So, now and then, 
when someone expressed interest 
in something that I had, I would 
let them borrow it. Be it a book, a 
toy, a video, or a game, as long as 
they took care of it, I would lend 
it. The thing is, they wouldn’t 
take care of it. They would 
forget about it. I never issued a 
return date, so if I never asked, it 
would never be heard of again. 
For a while, I thought such a 
lending process between friends 
and family is only flawed because 
my friends and family were 
irresponsible and inconsiderate. 
Turns out, the majority of the 
world is like this. And it makes 
sense. Since you yourself are 
not a library, you do not have 
the capacity to keep track of 
everything you’ve lent to people, 
or have any means of enforcing 
timely returns. Therefore, people 
do not fulfill their end of the deal. 
I learned this when I 
was young, and today, I am 
hesitant to let anybody “borrow” 
anything that I wouldn’t 
instinctively give as a gift. 
The lending between friends 
and family model is made more 
complicated in adulthood. Rather 
than borrowing toys, games, 
or other tangible crap, they are 
borrowing money. Which is 
fine, there is nothing better than 
treating your friends to a dinner 
or paying for their ticket to the 
movie—if it is a gift. However, 
when the exchange is referred 
to as “borrow” or “lending” it 
makes the lender wonder if they 
will see that money ever again. 
What’s a few bucks between 
friends, right? I agree. I would 
never let $100—or even $200— 
ruin my friendships. Who 
knows, maybe one day I’ll be 
in dire need and would like 
to “borrow” a couple hundred 
bucks from them to sustain my 
extravagant lifestyle. For now, 
I’ll just treat is as a gift. Enjoy. 
Nevertheless, if that’s how 
the wheels are turning, every once 
in a while, I’d expect it to roll the 
other way. You pay this time; I’ll 
pay the next. Unless you are my 
Turtle from Entourage, I am not 
going to pay for everything you 
do. After all, you haven’t returned 
what you have borrowed. 
We can bitch and moan 
about people not paying us back 
or having a ridiculous friendship-
debt, but I believe the onus 
always fall on the lender. If a 
bank keeps lending money to 
degenerates, it wouldn’t be cool; 
it would be an unsuccessful bank. 
So I say this: whatever you are 
paying for people, whatever you 
are lending to people, whatever 
extra step or measure you take 
for someone else, make sure 
it is either respected as a debt 
that must be paid, or as a gift 
that can be received gratefully. 
If you don’t want to lose 
something, don’t give it away. 
You are not the bank. You are 
not the store. You are not the 
library. You are a person. If it’s 
not a gift, don’t treat it as such.  
 Don’t lend if you don’t want to lose
The grief of giving 
Elliot Chan
Opinions Editor
There were no flowery floats, high-tempo samba music, or 
scantily clad performers this year. 
For Brazilians, the cancelation 
of the world-famous, multi-day, 
nationwide street festival known 
as Carnival must have felt as 
though someone pulled the plug 
on Christmas.
The announcement that 
many Brazilian cities would be 
putting a hold on the celebration, 
which typically ends on Ash 
Wednesday, must have been 
disappointing, but not completely 
surprising. It seems like an easy 
decision; after all, when you are 
sick and broke, the last thing 
you would want to do is invite 
everybody over for a party, right? 
Brazil is currently caught 
in one of the worst recessions 
in decades. With declining tax 
revenues and the Zika outbreak, 
over 40 towns and cities have 
decided to spend the money 
annually spent on the parade 
on resources such as new 
ambulances. Nobody can deny 
the value of medical services, 
but with approximately eight per 
cent of all employment in the 
country based around tourism 
and travel—nearly the same 
amount as unemployment—
the absence of Carnival will 
undoubtedly take another big 
bite out of Brazil’s fast-shrinking 
gross domestic product. 
Around the world, Brazil has 
a particular image: party host. 
In the past few years, Brazil had 
won bids to host the 2014 FIFA 
World Cup and the 2016 Summer 
Olympics. This led to liberal 
spending from the government, 
with the World Cup alone costing 
an estimated $14 billion. That’s 
a lot of ambulances. See, what 
ended up happening was that the 
country priced itself so high that 
only wealthy tourists can afford 
the luxury—and Brazil makes sure 
tourists are wealthy with their 
travel visa qualification process.  
Now, it’s not the World Cup 
or Olympics that are causing 
Brazil’s economic downfall. 
There are a number of reasons, 
including corrupted political 
parties and energy companies, 
inflation in commodities, and 
the fact that the economy of 
China, one of their leading 
exporters, is also slowing down. 
What’s happening with Brazil 
is something every country can 
learn from—heck, it’s something 
every person can learn from. 
It seemed like yesterday Brazil 
was touted as one of the fastest 
growing economies in the world. 
Not only did its continent ride on 
its back, but the world as well. The 
spotlight was on Brazil, and at a 
time when any wise government 
would have taken a step back and 
assessed the whole situation, the 
Brazilian government did not. 
It turned to greed rather than 
insurance. Instead of solving 
problems close to home—
poverty, crime, employment—it, 
like a drunken frat boy, took 
one drink after another until 
he needed a friend to call his 
parents to drive him home. 
The Brazilian power rose too 
high, they partied too hard, and 
they got too greedy. Now, they’ve 
had to forgo a traditional event 
that their own citizens cherish. 
It’s sad to see such a rapid fall 
from grace, but I guess that’s 
often how a hangover feels. One 
moment you are on top of the 
world, booming. The next, you 
are waking up with the realization 
that your economy is now a bust. 
There is a time to celebrate, 
and there is a time to pay it 
forward and invest within. 
There needs to be a balance. 
To keep partying, you’ll need 
to stay healthy—and wealthy. I 
love Brazil, and I hope I get to 
celebrate there again soon.
 Why there is little for Brazil to celebrate
No money for elaborate Carnival
Elliot Chan 
Opinions Editor
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Adding a filter to your Face-book profile picture could 
really make a difference in some-
one’s life. Hate crimes against 
LGBTQ+ people have plummeted 
by 82 per cent as a direct result 
of rainbow filters on Facebook 
profile pictures, according to a 
new study by Vancouver-based 
think-tank Digital Canada.
“I feel really safe now,” said 
Jordie Naziel, a gay, aboriginal 
teen in Prince George. “The rain-
bow filter seems to have woken 
people up. Before people started 
adding it to their profiles, I used 
to get my ass kicked after school 
all the time. Now people just 
smile and wave. I can’t believe no 
one thought of doing this sooner.”
Kelowna homophobe Tim 
McNeil told the Other Press 
that seeing rainbow profile 
pictures on Facebook was a 
life-changing moment for him.
“It’s not that I lack basic hu-
man empathy and compassion. 
I just didn’t understand that I 
needed to extend those values 
to gay people. All I knew is that 
they were different from me, 
which was a pretty scary thought. 
I lashed out,” said McNeil. “Then 
my aunt added the rainbow to 
her profile picture, and I had an 
epiphany. Over night, I began 
to understand how to show love 
and respect to gay people. I even 
stopped using homophobic slurs. 
“I still fuckin’ hate immi-
grants, though,” he added.
Annie Park, who identi-
fies as transgender, said she 
has noticed the difference 
that the filters have made.
“Once the rainbows popped 
up on Facebook, I noticed that 
people weren’t looking at me 
sideways in public anymore. I re-
cently applied to be a server at the 
diner near my apartment,” said 
Park. “I couldn’t believe it. When 
I went in, the manager shook my 
hand, looked me in the eye, and 
smiled. He didn’t ask any inap-
propriate or demeaning ques-
tions. He hired me on the spot.”
Sharene Moretti, a gender 
studies professor at SFU, said the 
filters have fixed everything. “All 
across the country, gay-straight 
alliance groups are fading out. 
Social programs for LGBTQ+ 
youth are being cut pretty much 
across the board, because they’re 
just not necessary anymore.
“Teen suicide rates have 
dropped dramatically. Religious 
groups have opened their arms 
to LGBTQ+ people. Homopho-
bia is essentially a non-issue, 
now. Who would have thought 
it would be this easy?”
Moretti also speculated 
on the atrocities that could 
have been prevented if only 
Facebook had become popu-
lar sooner: “If Facebook had 
been around in the ‘70s, Har-
vey Milk would still be alive.”
The power of the 
Facebook filter
Jake Wray
Columnist
 Deeply ingrained prejudices finally cleansed
4/5 therapists 
agree it’s okay 
to say “no” to 
your suicidal 
friend
By Cara Seccafien, Layout Manager
humour // no. 22 theotherpress.ca
Douglas College philosophy professor James Moran was 
discouraged when class after 
class that he taught would come 
to school without having done 
the assigned readings, and he 
decided to do something about it. 
Moran managed to sneak 
his lecture slides onto his 
students Netflix accounts without 
them being any the wiser. 
“Well, it was obvious what 
these kids were up to,” said 
Moran during an interview. “I 
get it, you get home after class, 
you’re not going to look at the 
study material, you’re going 
to binge a half-dozen hours 
of How I Met Your Mother or 
Gilmore Girls. But I figured I 
could use this to my advantage.” 
Moran had grown tired of 
the lack of participation in his 
class, mostly due to the fact 
that he had banked on at least 
an hour of in-class discussion 
among students per day.
“Honestly, do you know 
how long it takes to put a full 
day’s worth of lecture together? 
And with the new House of 
Cards season out, I just don’t 
have that kind of time.”
Luckily enough, Moran 
is something of a tech wiz 
as well as a philosopher, 
and once he got the email 
addresses of his students, it 
was game over for them. 
“It was simply a matter of 
reverse engineering the algorithm 
of the flux capacity system 
automatons of each Netflix 
account,” Moran said, “or in 
simpler terms, I hacked ’em.” 
Now, after each episode, 
a student has to sit through 
five minutes of slides before 
moving on to the next one. 
“I hate it,” said student 
Jena Lane. “If I get home at 
five from school, that means 
I only have about eight hours 
of Netflix before bed. On a 
good day I can get through 
at least a season of Parks and 
Recreation or something, 
but these damn philosophy 
commercials are seriously 
impeding all my hard work.” 
No matter how the 
students feel about this 
forced learning, Moran said 
that is is doing wonders for 
the in-class discussions. 
“Now I just sit back and 
let them have it out about 
the latest moral dilemma, or 
whichever paradox I snuck into 
their rerun,” said Moran. “It’s 
great. I get one side of the class 
in a heated argument with the 
other, and pretty soon they’re 
engaging in well thought out 
philosophical discussions on 
their own. Meanwhile, I’ve got 
Kevin Spacey on the tablet I 
keep behind my podium.” 
Chandler Walter 
Humour Editor
College professor changes study game
 Adds lecture slides to Netflix 
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During a press conference this Thursday, Oscar 
winner Leonardo Dicaprio 
gave a follow-up speech to 
the few words that he gave as 
thanks after his Oscar win. In 
his statement, he claimed that 
cow farts are the world’s biggest 
polluters, that the moon landing 
video was faked in order to 
encourage current car companies 
to increase research for flying 
cars, and finally, that he really 
needed to use the washroom. 
After a quick recess, he con-
tinued his statement, adding 
that by the year 2050 we will all 
probably be dead from the par-
adoxically high-stress lifestyle 
of being beegans—vegans who 
have accepted that they have to 
eat insects instead of kale for 
their protein and honey instead 
of vegan-friendly ice cream for 
their bouts of emotional eating.
On a more optimistic note, 
he suggested that we will even-
tually have unlimited renew-
able energy, forever. “Ocean 
acidification is occurring at 
such a rapid pace that soon it 
will be a viable replacement 
for battery acid,” he said. 
One company, Fourtino, 
already has a strategy to market 
their batteries as the first-ever 
pieces of technology to be fully 
organic and certified gluten-free. 
“And lastly,” DiCaprio said, 
“it is with great pleasure that I 
announce that carbon dioxide is 
now on our side! By 2070, we will 
have created such a thick cloud of 
carbon dioxide in our atmosphere 
that any notion of ‘global warm-
ing’ or ‘global climate change’ will 
be quickly forgotten and replaced 
by ‘global over-stability.’” Glob-
al over-stability will eliminate 
seasons, weather, visibility, and 
even day and night, according 
to head scientist B.o.B, who was 
previously implicated in a serious 
debate over whether or not the 
earth really was flat. As it turns 
out, the thing that major experts 
on the Internet agree upon is that 
the answer to that is still unclear.
The fact that carbon dioxide 
emissions in Canada have been 
seriously on the rise over the 
past 20 years indicates that this 
theory may have serious merit. 
Although he walked away 
from his speech with the 
thunderous applause from 
thousands of fans behind 
him, his wife, mother, and 
children all looked worried.
Irmelin Indenberken, 
Leonardo DiCaprio’s moth-
er, described the situation 
in a tell-all interview about 
life after the Oscars. 
“He just hasn’t been the same 
since that Oscar win anymore, 
you know? He waited for so long, 
waiting and waiting for that 
award, going crazy over the wins 
that he kept on passing along to 
other actors. Now that he has the 
award, he doesn’t know what to 
do with himself anymore, I think. 
I just worry that winning it has 
done more harm than losing it.” 
As a tear formed in his 
mom’s eye, Leo’s father George 
interrupted with a comment 
on the matter, after a deep 
sigh and a reluctant glance 
away from the window. 
“Sometimes I wonder if 
things would be different if 
I hadn’t run over his dog as a 
kid. Maybe he would be hap-
pier now. Maybe…” he started, 
but with another sigh, decided 
to just look back outside the 
window with his distant eyes, 
searching in vain for an answer.
Leo tells all
 The truth about climate change that you’ve never ‘herd’ before
Jamal Al-Bayaa
Staff Writer
issue 23 // volume 42 humour // no. 23
Broken Internet no worry to web engineers
The Internet is a delicate thing, and many users seem 
to take it for granted. They 
take it as a given that each and 
every day it will be there for 
them, even in the darkest of 
times. This is due to the hard 
work and determination of 
unknown engineers, working in 
the shadows to keep the wheels 
of web browsing in motion. 
Pete Lansing is one of those 
engineers. This is his story:
It all came to a head with 
The Great Breaking of 2014. 
When Kim Kardashian exposed 
her bare buttocks to the world, 
the Internet trembled and 
ripped apart, and we were there 
to pick up the pieces. It takes a 
certain amount of code to keep 
the Internet together as it is 
today, and even more to fix it. 
We worked tirelessly for 
what seemed like weeks. It was a 
mess. While most people forgot 
about The Breaking by the next 
day, and went on watching their 
YouTube videos and reading their 
Tweets, unbeknownst to them 
the Internet was in flames. A hole 
was torn between Vanity Fair 
and Reddit the size that wasn’t 
ever believed to be possible. My 
dear friend Paul, another Web 
engineer, was sucked through 
that hole, never to be seen again. 
Brazzers users were being 
rerouted into Club Penguin, 
Nexopia saw an unprecedented 
surge in visitors, and black 
holes of confused data were 
sprouting up faster than 
we could block them. 
There have been a few rough 
days since then. The Ice Bucket 
Challenge flooded our interface, 
and it took days to cleanse 
Facebook of all of Jennifer 
Lawrence’s leaked nudes. But 
the real challenge that we saw 
coming was the Oscars of 2016. 
For years—hell, decades—an 
Oscarless Leo has been gaining 
strength in the corner of the 
Internet. We have always kept 
him at bay, limiting him to 
prowling the meme pages, and 
occasionally a visit to Reddit, 
but we were worried that if 
this was not his year, he would 
gain power enough to not only 
break, but destroy the Internet. 
We took every precaution 
necessary. We doubled up on Ad 
blocker, and tried to expand his 
grounds during the lead up. But 
the GIFs were too many, and we, 
too few. By the time Leo walked 
up onto that stage, his Internet 
persona had grown in likes and 
favorites and retweets to a size 
that we could not have contained 
even with all the tools at our 
disposal. To this day I thank the 
browser above that he won, or we 
would have been plunged into 
a Breaking so absolute that the 
Internet itself would be reduced 
to a Leonardo DiCaprio meme. 
We have learned from our 
mistakes, and from the sheer 
enormity of pop culture.
The next time the Internet 
may break, we will be ready.
With the race for presidential nominees 
in full swing, candidate Hillary 
Clinton is encouraging new 
methods for American citizens 
to vote for their next president. 
In a recent series of tweets, 
Clinton thoroughly explained 
what she sees to be the best 
option for American democracy: 
a seven-day long Twitter poll 
pitting herself against the 
Republican candidate. 
“I think a trill thing to do 
would be to let the Tweeterz 
decide,” Clinton tweeted last 
week. She followed up that 
initial statement with a dozen or 
so heart-eyed emoji tweets, and 
then laid out the groundwork for 
her proposed electoral reform. 
“We will have a Twitter 
account named AMERICA 
that every American citizen 
will have to follow,” she said, 
“and then that will be the 
account that posts the poll.” 
When asked about the 
American citizens who don’t 
have Twitter accounts, Clinton 
rolled her eyes and muttered 
something about “noobs.” 
While Clinton has not 
yet secured the Democratic 
candidacy, she seemed 
confident in her bid over 
candidate Bernie Sanders. 
During a press release, 
Clinton stated: “He means 
well, but he’s just too old. He 
doesn’t get the kids like I do, 
nom’sayin?” She even brought 
up the infamous Bernie Hillary 
meme, saying: “I love those 
me-m things. They’re so fun.”
On the other side of 
the political spectrum, 
Republican nominee shoe-in 
Donald Trump held a press 
conference to address Clinton’s 
proposed voting method. 
“You know, Hillary, I like 
Hillary. I mean, I hate her, but 
she’s all right. I guess I mean, 
she is a person who is trying 
to make America not great, 
anymore! So I think what she’s 
saying is that, what she’s saying 
is that she’s a tweeter. Don’t get 
me wrong, she’s a tweeter. But 
if she thinks she can come up 
against ME, THE OFFICIAL 
DONALD TRUMP, well she’s 
got another thing coming.” 
Trump then went on for 
another hour or so about 
nothing much in particular, 
and later that night reportedly 
got into a Twitter beef with 
Hilary Duff, calling her out 
for her “dumb poll idea.” 
While it is not clear which 
way the American public will 
sway regarding the newly 
proposed election process, 
it has been clear from recent 
voting in primaries that a 
shocking amount of them 
will vote very, very wrongly. 
 Says new method would be ‘fire’ 
Hillary Clinton encourages Twitter polls as voting method
 All precautions were in place during the Oscars
Chandler Walter 
Humour Editor
Chandler Walter 
Humour Editor
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